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I thank each and every AIA member for once again electing me as the National President of our 
esteemed non-profit organization “Association of Indians in America (AIA)” for the second 2-Year Term 
2024 & 2025 and entrusting me to lead this prestigious organization to even greater heights. 

Further thanks to the whole executive team for supporting me in achieving our vision, team’s agenda for 
the term 2024 & 2025 and much more under process as listed below:

 Opening more AIA Chapters like; California, Minnesota, Georgia and Texas in addition to
       Reviving and energizing the inactive chapters further and expansion of their current activities.
 Rejuvenated Life Membership Further – specially with younger members. 
 Encouraging younger members to take leadership roles – Made more younger members and gave the younger members 

leading roles in our upcoming AIA prestigious Medical Council Awards Gala to be held on May 3rd, 2025 at beautiful venue 
CIPRIANI 42nd Street, Manhattan, New York.

 Restarted prestigious Medical Council Awards Gala after a gap of 15 years to honor the 2nd generation of physicians and 
surgeons.

 Updated the AIA Life Membership List – As there was a lot of confusion on the membership list during the last AIA National 
elections, a lot of work has now been done to update and finalize the Life Membership List. Thanks to Ms. Sushma 
Kotahwala, the current Membership List Chair and Mr. Surinder Rametra for working so hard on the Life Membership list for 
the last decade or so. 

 AIA National Newsletter (“BETWEEN US”) - Proud to have restarted AIA National Newsletter after a gap of over 20 years 
and continued to build on it to enable communication between members.

 First Ever Diwali celebrations in the Minnesota State Capitol - Introduced in 2023 first ever Diwali celebrations in the 
Minnesota State Capitol under chairmanship of Mr Gopal Khanna assisted by Vallabha Tantry, which tradition is being 
continued in 2024 & beyond.

 Investment of Life Membership Funds For Income & long-term Growth and distributions of its income to all the chapters - 
Pursuant to the Investment Advisory Committee recommendations headed by Mr. Rohit Vyas to invest life membership 
funds for income and long-term growth starting late 2023. Glad to report 30% growth in the long-term investment during 
2024. Also for the first time in over two decades, income from the life membership funds is being distributed to the 
chapters in proportion to their number of members.

 Participation in the Modi&US event at Nassau Coliseum - AIA National was proud to become a welcome partner with the 
Indian American Community in the Grand Reception of our beloved Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi at the Nassau 
Coliseum stadium in Long Island on September 22nd, 2024.

 Helping the needy seniors in collaboration with an established 25 years old organization NIAASC – Collaborated with 
National Indo American Association for Senior Citizens (NIAASC) in organizing their 35th Annual Conference held on 
November 9th, 2024 at Kerala Center in Elmont, NY for the benefit of the Seniors.

I thank from the bottom of my heart to the whole National Executive Committee, Past Presidents, Trustees and the Members for 
all the help and support that they have extended to me throughout my term, which gives me the inspiration to strive hard and 
do much more.



AIA NEWSLETTER HISTORY

AIA’s newsletter started in the early 1970's. It was called ("The Journal"). It ceased publication 
around 1978. It was revived in 1994 with Dr. Vinod Bansal in Chicago as editor and renamed 

("BETWEEN US"). We are now resuming publication of AIA's Newsletter after more than 20 years, 
keeping the same name ("BETWEEN US") which means communication between member.

HISTORY OF AIA
The Association of Indians in America is the oldest National Association of Asian Indians in America.

It was founded on August 20, 1967. AIA is the grassroot National Organization of Asian Immigrants in 
the United States, fostered on the democratic principles of “one member one vote”, with chapters 

and membership spread across the United States of America. AIA represents the hopes and 
aspirations of those immigrants who are united by their common bond of 

“Indian Heritage and American Commitment”.

HIGHLIGHTS OF AIA ACHEIVEMENTS
1. Minority Status to Asian Indian Immigrants in 1970’s
2. Separate Enumeration of Asian Indians for the first time in US censuses an independent category in 1980
3. Representation before Congressional committees to testify for family reunification provision in the 

immigration bill.
4. Relief work for Natural Disaster in India and across the World.
5. “Project India” an ongoing project of AIA, has channeled Medical Equipment and Funds for Projects and 

HIV relief work in India.
6. Sushruta and charka Award – Instituted in 1993 to recognize and honor people of Indian origin in the 

field of Medicine and Health care.
7. Deepavali celebration for public: New York City: at South Street Seaport an ongoing event, since 1987, 

enjoyed by close to More than 100,000  people  in tri state residents.
8.  Publication of “Ananya”: A Portrait of India: in 1997 in collaboration with India Study Center of Stony 

Brook University, New York.  A highly acclaimed 968-page book on Indian Civilization. Was released at 
the 50th anniversary of India’s independence at a Banquet in Waldorf Astoria

9. Celebration of Diwali at the White house in 2003.
10. Recognition of Diwali by City Council in 2004 and suspension of alternate street parking in all the 5 

borrows of NYC in 2005 onwards .
11. Official USPS Deepavali Stamp Unveiled In 2013 Resolution introduced in the House of Representatives 

advising USPS to issue a stamp commemorating Deepavali which lead to the final issuance of Deepavali 
stamp in OCT 20th 2016.

12. AIA  celebrated Golden Anniversary  on DEC 1st  2018.
13. Money raised and sent for construction of schools of India. Also sent Oxygen concentrators and 

Ventilators and PPE during Covid 19, donated $ 26,000.00 to PM fund and Grocery kits to needy people.
14. On May 6th 2023, AIA celebrated 75th anniversary of India’s Independence at an Honor Banquet at 

Terrace on the Park in Flushing Meadow, New York attended by dignitaries like Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer and NYC Mayor Eric Adams.

15.  Diwali is now declared as a public school Holiday in New York City Public Schools as well as a 
State Holiday with the help from Assemblywoman Jennifer Rajkumar, Mayor Eric Adams and Others.



 Inauguration Ceremony of its Newly Elected National Executive 
Committee (NEC) for 2024 & 2025 on Sunday, March 16th, 2024

 Modi&US Grand Reception Event at Nassau Coliseum on September 22nd, 
2024

 Collaboration of Association of Indians in America (AIA) with NIAASC 
(National Indo-American Association for Senior Citizens) 35th Annual 
Conference on Saturday November 9th, 2024

UPCOMING EVENT
 AIA Medical Council Awards Gala to be held on May 3rd, 2025 at a 

beautiful Venue CIPRIANI, 42nd St, Manhattan, NY

AIA National Activities

New York Chapter Activities

 Annual Fund Raising Gala at Leonard's Palazzo with 200 Persons in 
Attendance on June 2nd, 2024

 Annual Deepavali Celebrations on the East River  (Skyline Princess Cruise 
Line, NY City) with 400 Persons aboard on October 6th, 2024

 Scholarship of $10,000 to 10 deserving students for $1,000 each Student 
to Queensborough Community College on December 18th, 2024

INSIDE

AIA Activities

 Voter Registration Drive at Minnesota State Capitol with League of 
Women Voters on September 14th, 2024

 AIA Historic Diwali Celebration at the Minnesota State Capitol on October 
15th, 2024

 AIA Desi Next - Raas Garba on October 26th, 2024
 AIA PROJECT INDIA - Donation of $40,000 by AIA Project India to Global 

Vikas Trust in order to help the poor Indian farmers increase their Income



Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

 India's Independence Day August 15th, 2024 At Capitol Square, Madison, 
Wisconsin

 Garba & Dandiya Night October 5th, 2024
 Diwali Celebrations on November 10th, 2024 at Madison, WI

Florida Chapter Activities

 Indian Independence Day Festival and Hosts Consular Camp on August 
18th, 2024

South New Jersey Activities

 21st Annual Gandhi Art and Writing Competition on October 20th, 2024

 India 78th Independence Day on August 12th, 2024
 Youth Group Dance Competition on September 14th, 2024

Illinois Chapter Activities

California Chapter Activities

 Organized cultural and educational programs of Indian Goddesses in 
collaboration with Sanskriti Legacy

 Donated $21,000 to Rotary International to start a Dialysis Center in 
Kota Rajasthan

INSIDE
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The Association of Indians In America (AIA)
Inauguration Ceremony of its Newly Elected National Executive Committee

(NEC) for 2024 & 2025 on Sunday, March 16th, 2024 
 

AIA National Activities



AIA National Activities

Press Release for The Association of Indians In America (AIA) Inauguration ceremony of its newly elected National 
Executive Committee (NEC) for 2024 & 2025 on Sunday, March 16th, 2024 

Gobind Munjal, the National President of The Association of Indians in America (AIA), was sworn-in once again for the 2nd term 2024 & 
2025 along with his National Executive Committee in an exciting Inauguration ceremony arranged at Metropolitan Caterers in Glen Cove, 
Long Island on Saturday March 16th, 2024. Since AIA is a National organization, its out of State Members attended the ceremony via zoom.

The Association of Indians in America (AIA) is the oldest not-for-profit organization of Asian Indians in America founded on August 20, 
1967. It is the grassroots national organization of Asian immigrants in United States. With chapters and membership spread across the 
United States of America, AIA represents the hopes and aspirations of those immigrants who are united by their common bond of Indian 
Heritage and American Commitment.
The occasion was graced by the chief guest Honorable Consul General Binaya S. Pradhan. The Inauguration and Oath ceremony was 
attended by about one hundred attendees. This included AIA founding members, board of Trustees, AIA National Past Presidents, chapter 
Presidents, community leaders, AIA members, friends, and the media partners.
 
Chief Guest Hon. Consul General of India in New York, Binaya S. Pradhan, in his opening Remarks, praised AIA for all that it has done for 
the community during its 56 years of history and commended the organization for its various achievements. He also suggested that if AIA 
could work on supporting the students coming from India to study here in the United States to get them internships and/or jobs, that will be 
very helpful. Consul General however pledged to work with AIA for outreach to the community.     

National President Gobind Munjal was sworn-in by Honorable Consul General, Binaya Pradhan ji, who also administered the oath to Vice 
Presidents; Uma Swaminathan (NJ), Sushma Kotahwala (NY), Dr. Yash Pal Arya (NY), Santosh Pandey (IL), Secretary Gunjan Rastogi 
(NY) and Treasurer Gobind Bathija (NY). He also administered the oath to the members at large from all the states, namely Anita Thakkar 
(NY), Aridaman Jain (NJ), Beena Kothari (NY), Indu Gajwani (NY), Jasbir Singh (NY), Manoranjan Mishra (IL), Mohinder Taneja (NY). 
Neelam Modi (NY), OM Dhirgra (IL), Prem Mehrotra (IL), Rajeev Chaudhary(NY), Ram Tirumala (NJ), Ramola Motwani (FL), Salil Misra 
(IL), Santosh Khera (CA), Satish Anand (NY), Sharmistha Dutta (FL), Shashi Malik (NY), Sujata Seth (NY), Uma Eniasivam (FL), Usha 
Bansal (NY), Vijay Sharma (WI).

In his speech, National President Munjal welcomed everyone and shared some of the NEC’s achievements during his first term.
o Honor Banquet and Celebration of 75th Anniversary of India’s Independence on May 6th, 2023 – attended by Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer & NYC Mayor Eric Adams.
o RESTARTED AIA National Newsletter (“BETWEEN US”) after a gap of about 20 years
o INITIATED Investment Advisory Committee to invest life membership funds for income and long-term growth, 
o Amended Bylaws of National AIA in 2023 after 30 years of gap.
o Energized young members and made them life members 
o Energized and Improved communications between the chapters

President also shared his Vision for the 2nd term:
He reiterated that since the elections are over now, we will all work together as a unified team.
In pursuing the AIA’s moto of “Indian Heritage and American Commitment”, he emphasized that: 
“We are here to serve the community needs. As we continue to direct our help to the people in India, our homeland, we should equally 
remain committed to the community right here in the United States, our adopted country. We hope to work towards increasing that 
commitment.

As the demographic profile of the Indian American Community has changed in past 5 decades since the founding of AIA, so are their needs. 
We remain committed to understanding the changing requirements of the community, and then will develop Programs to help both – the 
Youth and the Elderly. NEC pledges support to all the Chapter Presidents and its members, so they all can build and expand on these 
programs across the nation. This way together, we can make the next two years most productive.

President Munjal also shared his initiative of working on the immigration bill to reduce the time delay for Indian citizens to get the green 
card as well as H1 B visas. He said “AIA (NEC) is joining Gopio International and rallying some other organizations to join us in this 
initiative. Today it takes almost 15 to 20 years for an Indian citizen to get a green card, whereas some other nationalities get a green card in 1 
year. We all are planning to go to Washington DC sometime in the end of April 2024 to meet the congressional leaders requesting them to 
support this bill” 

All AIA leadership extended their good wishes and support. The program concluded with a traditional vote of thanks by the secretary. 
The program was very well planned and executed and was appreciated by all. 



Pictures from The Association of Indians In America (AIA)
Inauguration Ceremony of its Newly Elected National Executive Committee 

(NEC) for 2024 & 2025

AIA National Activities
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AIA National Activities

Pictures from Modi&US Grand Reception Event at Nassau Coliseum
on September 22nd, 2024
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Collaboration of Association of Indians in America (AIA) with NIAASC 
(National Indo-American Association for Senior Citizens) 35th Annual 

Conference on Saturday November 9th, 2024



AIA National Activities
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AIA Activities

Pictures from Voter Registration Drive at Minnesota State Capitol with 
League of Women Voters on September 14th, 2024
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Pictures from AIA Historic Diwali Celebration at the Minnesota State 
Capitol on October 15th, 2024



AIA Activities
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Minnesota celebrates Diwali with Lieutenant Governor, Bringing Indian Heritage to the Fore

For Indian Americans across the State of Minnesota, October 15, 2024, Tuesday marked a historic moment, as the leadership 
from the community celebrated Diwali at the state capitol in Saint Paul, Minnesota with Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan. This marks 
the second celebration in two years, putting the State on track to institutionalizing DIWALI celebration as an annual event at the 
State Capitol.

The celebration began with the recitation of opening prayers by Chief Priest Murali Bhattar ji of the Hindu Society of Minnesota 
(HSMN). A bhajan of Lord Rama was sung by Shruti Rajasekar, with members of the audience joining in and creating a welcoming 
spiritual environment consistent with the age old traditions of Sanatam Dharma. Following the devotional song, Siddhi Tantry, a 
junior at Wayzata High School, performed a traditional Indian classical dance. Several other high schoolers also attended the 
event and volunteered their time.

Priest Murali Bhattar opening prayers along with MC of the event Sarang Tantry

“We need to encourage and engage our children in important community events and prepare the next generation to lead,” said 
Vallabha Tantry, who was the AIA coordinator of Minnesota State Diwali function. “Amongst others, guests included leaders 
from the Hindu Society of Minnesota, BAPS, India Association of Minnesota (IAM), and the Jain Community Center making it a 
very inclusive celebration,” she added. Eminent leaders from the Business, Arts and Music, and the community at large were also 
part of the second Diwali event at the State Capitol.

Minnesota State Representatives Kristin Robbins and Ginny Klevorn, and other public officials welcomed and greeted the guests 
and expressed great enthusiasm for having the opportunity of celebrating Diwali with the Hindu Community. Lauding the 
contributions of the Indian American community as an exemplar in integrating and building trust, she said “I join you in 
celebrating light overcoming the darkness.”

Lauding the contributions made by some 40,000 plus Indian Americans who live in Minnesota, Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan said, 
“As a parent, I know that creating a better place for our young people, that it is vitally important to ensure that our youngest 
people know about our family stories, their traditions, their identity, and they take pride in that identity and can celebrate their 
heritage.” In her heartfelt remarks welcoming the community leaders, Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan emphasized the importance 
of embracing diversity and the role that the community plays in making Minnesota great.

The Lt. Governor also stressed the significance of identity and celebrating your culture and heritage, as well as the responsibility 
to ensure that everyone feels seen, heard, and welcomed. Governor Tim Walz, the Democratic Party nominee for Vice President, 
issued a special Proclamation declaring October as The Hindu Heritage Month. The proclamation acknowledges the millions of 
Hindu, Sikh, Jain, and Buddhist followers living in the United States and the vibrant Indian community in Minnesota.

It highlights the immense contributions made by Indian Americans in various fields, including science, education, medicine, law, 
politics, business, technology, culture, and sports. This proclamation signifies the cultural richness and diversity that the Indian 
American community brings to Minnesota.

Lt. Governor Flanagan was joined by AIA Coordinator Vallabha Tantry, state representatives Kristin Robbins and Ginny Klevorn, 
as well as the chairman of the Hindu Society of Minnesota, Ganesh Ram, to light the traditional Deya.

(L-R) AIA Diwali Coordinator Vallabha Tantry, Rep Robbins, Lt Governor Peggy 
Flanagan with HSMN Chair Ganesh Ram lighting of the traditional Diwali lamp
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Indian Americans celebrate Diwali at Minnesota State Capitol with the Lieutenant Governor

Among others, guests included leaders from the Hindu Society of Minnesota, BAPS, India Association of Minnesota (IAM), and 
the Jain Community Center making it a very inclusive celebration. Leaders from the business, arts and music, and community-at-
large gathered for the event.

Minnesota State Representatives Kristin Robbins and Ginny Klevorn, and other public officials welcomed guests and expressed 
enthusiasm for having the opportunity to celebrate Diwali with the Hindu community. They lauded the contributions of Indian 
Americans, who number more than 40,000 in the state.

Lt. Governor Flannigan said, “As a parent, I know that creating a better place for our young people, that it is vitally important to 
ensure that our youngest people know about our family stories, their traditions, their identity, and they take pride in that identity 
and can celebrate their heritage.”

Governor Tim Walz, the Democratic Party nominee for Vice President, issued a special Proclamation declaring October as The 
Hindu Heritage Month. The proclamation acknowledges the millions of Hindu, Sikhs, Jains, and Buddhist followers living in the 
United States and the vibrant Indian community in Minnesota. It highlights the contributions made by Indian Americans in various 
fields, including science, education, medicine, law, politics, business, technology, culture, and sports.

Lt. Governor Flannigan was joined by AIA Coordinator Vallabha Tantry, State Representatives Kristin Robbins and Ginny 
Klevorn, as well as the chairman of the Hindu Society of Minnesota, Ganesh Ram, to light the traditional Diya.

Expressing pride in the Diwali celebration at the State Capitol in Minnesota, Govind Munjal, AIA National President said, “We 
remain committed to working with community leaders all across the country to support cultural activities like Diwali that bring 
happiness and joy to all Americans.”

Vallabha Tantry and Gopal Khanna representing the Association of Indians in America (AIA) in Minnesota worked with the 
governor’s office in bringing Diwali to the State Capitol for the second year.

Gopal Khanna, former National Vice President of the Association of Indians in America (AIA) said “AIA national continues to 
work in furthering its motto – “Indian Heritage and American commitment.

“The historic Diwali celebration at the Minnesota State Capitol serves as a reminder of the values of unity, cultural appreciation, 
and religious freedom that make Minnesota a welcoming and inclusive state,” said Vallabha Tantry, coordinator of the event.

The vote of thanks for the event was delivered by Aditi Jha, a sophomore at Edina High School.

Minnesota youth Siddhi Tantry performing at the Diwali celebrations held in 
the State Capitol Oct. 15, 2024. 

(L-R) AIA Diwali Coordinator Peggy Flanagan, Rep Robbins, Lt Governor 
Flannigan with HSMN Chair Ganesh Ram lighting of the traditional Diwali 
lamp.
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AIA Desi Next Raas Garba on October 26th, 2024
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Pictures from AIA Desi Next Raas Garba
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AIA PROJECT INDIA CONTRIBUTION TO THE SOCIETY
 
Donation of $40,000 by AIA Project India to Global Vikas Trust in order to help the poor 
Indian farmers increase their Income.
 
Fwd: Global Vikas Trust - Donation Receipt - The Association of Indians in America - 
Project India
Subject: Global Vikas Trust - Donation Receipt - The Association Of Indians in America - Project 
India

Dear Ma'am,
 
Your Donation Contribution of USD 40,000/- to Global Vikas Trust is successfully processed. We thank 
you for your contribution to helping our farmer brothers and sisters and consequently to Transform India.
 
Please find the attached:
1. Donation Receipt
2. FCRA Certificate
 
Besides, We would like to share our:
· Project Goal - Transforming India by increasing annual farmer incomes over USD 1176 per acre.

· Project Intro - Global Vikas Trust's nation-building movement started by Mayank Gandhi works for rural 
economic transformation goals with a focus on rural economy & environment. 

So far, there has been a plantation of over 54+ million fruit trees benefitting over 25,000+ farmers across 
4,600 Villages in 27 districts of Maharashtra,Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat State.  

· Current plantations include Papaya, Banana, Mango, Orange, Sweet Lime, Lemon, Custard Apple, 
Guava, Drumsticks, Mogra, Coconut, Pomegranate,Mulberry (Sericulture) along with intercropping of 
different kinds of short term crops.

· You can also find attached a detailed Background Note and an Intro presentation about Global Parli.
We would also like to invite you to watch either of these Documentary films:
· V1: (25 mins): Transform India

· V2: (14 mins): Transform India
Thanks & Regards,
Mandakini Dhanure
 

Accounts Team
Global Vikas Trust - An initiative by Mayank Gandhi
INDIA CAN WAIT NO MORE!
+91 8591314656 | www.globalvikastrust.org

Mumbai HQ Address: 1202, Mohini Tower, 5th Road, Govind Dham, Ram Krishna Nagar, Khar West, Mumbai, Maharashtra-400052

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JzI6wg8jOfI0vPotSRuGvOhMv4tg8itwHz2I0smDXoI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nGgmhdifmbL25hT6ZrxpNiJMU-Od10ONfIV-iO737kg/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/NrdMg95tlFI
https://youtu.be/sA7LkdxxUog
http://www.globalvikastrust.org
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Pictures from Annual Fund Raising Gala at Leonard's Palazzo
with 200 Persons in Attendance on June 2nd, 2024
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New York Chapter Activities
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New York Chapter Activities



45

New York Chapter Activities
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New York Chapter Activities
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37th Deepavali Celebration on October 6th, 2024

New York Chapter Activities
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Pictures from Annual Deepavali Celebrations on the East River(Skyline 
Princess Cruise Line, NY City) with 400 Persons aboard

New York Chapter Activities



49

New York Chapter Activities
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AIA-New York Chapter Hosts 37th Annual Diwali Festival on the East River

The New York Chapter of the Association of Indians in America (AIA) hosted its 37th Annual Diwali Festival on October 6, 2024, 
with a lively celebration aboard a cruise on the East River. 

Over 400 distinguished guests from the community, dressed in traditional Indian attire, embarked on the Skyline Princess Cruise 
from World Fair Marina in Flushing, NY. The stunning fall weather enhanced the festive spirit of the event.

AIA-NY President, Dr. Jagdish Gupta, stated: “Sailing down the East River, we all enjoyed breathtaking views of Manhattan’s 
skyline, passing under iconic bridges linking Manhattan, Queens, and Brooklyn and viewing the Statue of Liberty up close.”

A press statement from AIA-NY stated that anchoring on the northern side of Liberty State Park in the Atlantic Ocean, guests 
enjoyed AIA’s spectacular 37th Annual Fireworks Display. The mesmerizing pyrotechnic show, accompanied by the sounds of 
Indian music on the observation deck, enchanted those on the cruise as well as spectators from the New Jersey shoreline.

This year’s innovative celebration was organized by AIA-NY, founded in 1967 with the mission to promote India’s rich cultural 
heritage while fostering these values among younger generations in America. Their motto is: “Indian Heritage, American 
Commitment.”

In his opening remarks, Dr. Gupta highlighted AIA’s significant achievements over almost six decades. These include New York 
City’s recognition of Diwali as an official holiday in 2005, the suspension of alternate side street parking for the festival, the 
celebration of Diwali at Gracie Mansion and later at the White House in 2006, and the release of the Diwali ‘Forever Stamp’ by 
USPS in 2013. He also acknowledged the establishment of the Diwali holiday in NYC public schools last year, thanking Mayor Eric 
Adams and Assemblywoman Jenifer Rajkumar for supporting this historic accomplishment.

Emphasizing Diwali’s message of “light over darkness,” “knowledge over ignorance,” and “hope over despair,” Dr. Gupta called 
on everyone to light the flame of hope, resilience, and positivity in their hearts and homes, and to remember the festival’s 
essence of giving, sharing, and togetherness.

The celebration, post-disembarkation, began with the cocktail hour offering Indian and American beverages alongside an array 
of Indian hors d’oeuvres. The mood was set by the enchanting saxophone tunes of Sobars Macwan, who played melodious 
Bollywood music. Gala Chair Mrs. Beena Kothari, welcomed the guests, followed by Dr. Gupta’s introduction of the AIA-NY 
leadership team and honored guests.

A special mention was made of Dr. Louis Kavoussi, a world-renowned urologic surgeon from Northwell Health, and the event’s 
honoree, Dr. Manish A. Vira, Chief of Urologic Oncology at Northwell Cancer Institute. Dr. Vira was recognized for his excellence 
in urologic oncology surgery. He thanked AIA-NY for the honor and praised the organization for its contributions to the 
community.

The Sunny Gill Music Group performed Bollywood hits to entertain the guests during the sumptuous dinner. The Jain Senior 
Group presented beautifully choreographed Garba dances. Sponsors of the event include Fareportal/CheapOair/One Travel, 
New York Life, Mount Sinai Health System, Northwell Health System, The Brooklyn Hospital Center, and all media sponsors.

Dr. Jagdish Gupta addressing the gathering at the 37th Annual Deepavali Festival
on October 6, 2024, in New York. PHOTO: AIA-NY

New York Chapter Activities
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Pictures from Scholarship of $10,000 to 10 deserving students for $1,000 
each Student to Queensborough Community College on

December 18th, 2024
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AIA-NY Forges Cultural & Educational Links with Queensborough Community College

In a new direction for the Association of Indians in America (AIA) — NY Chapter, its President, Dr. Jagdish K. Gupta, recently led a high-
powered delegation to meet the leadership of Queensborough Community College (QCC), a premier CUNY institution, to initiate cultural and 
educational collaboration.

The AIA-NY team was given a firsthand look at two of QCC’s distinguished departments: Engineering & Technology, and Nursing. Inspired 
by the visit, AIA-NY pledged to support education at QCC by establishing a scholarship fund with an initial donation of $10,000.

Dr Jagdish Gupta was accompanied by AIA-NY Vice President Beena Kothari, National AIA President Gobind Munjal, Past President & 
Advisor Smiti Khanna, Secretary Harsh Vyas, and other community leaders. 

They met the QCC team led by President Dr. Christine Mangino. Prof. Nidhi Gadura (Chair of Chairs), Audrey Maroney (Director of Nursing), 
Prof. Michael D. Lawrence (Engineering Technology), Vice President & Chief Strategy Officer Stephen Di Dio, and Director of Development 
Sajedeh Sheerazi welcomed the AIA-NY delegation.

Queensborough Community College in Bayside, NY, is a top-ranked, fully accredited two-year college recognized for its exceptional success in 
helping low-income students advance in life. Its students come from over 110 countries and speak over 60 languages, 30% of whom are of 
Indian origin. Dr Gupta said that reflecting the rich diversity of Queens, QCC is an ideal partner for cultural and educational collaboration with 
AIA-NY.

Exploring Innovation at QCC

The AIA-NY delegation visited two QCC departments:

Engineering & Technology Department: The delegates were introduced to the latest advancements in 3D printing technology. Prof Michael D. 
Lawrence explained the department’s collaborative project with Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, in which 3D models of cancerous 
tissues generated from MRI and CAT scan images aid surgical teams in precise cancer treatment planning.

Nursing Department: Established in 1967, QCC’s Nursing Program is highly respected and ACEN-accredited. The delegation was impressed by 
its state-of-the-art simulation labs, which feature interactive mannequins representing adult patients, pregnant mothers, pediatric cases, and 
newborns. Audrey Maroney detailed the comprehensive nursing curriculum and showcased the Jackson & Muriel Lum Nursing Resource Lab, 
where students train with cutting-edge simulation computers.

AIA-NY Launches Scholarship Fund for QCC

AIA-NY has pledged to support education at QCC by establishing the ‘Student Success Scholarship Fund’ with an initial donation of $10,000 
(10 scholarships of $1,000 each). These scholarships will assist students from low-income families enrolled in certificate or associate degree 
programs, covering tuition, course materials, and essential educational expenses.

AIA-NY’s leadership proudly presented the check to QCC President Dr. Christine Mangino, reinforcing their commitment to future cultural 
collaborations, including the celebration of Holi this spring and Diwali later in the year.

This partnership begins a strong alliance between AIA-NY and QCC, fostering student success and cultural exchange. Both organizations look 
forward to working together to enrich students’ academic experiences while celebrating India’s vibrant heritage.

Founded in 1967, AIA has been promoting the welfare of Asian Indians and showcasing India’s rich culture and traditions. Through its message 
of “Cultural Diversity and Social Harmony” and the bond of “Indian Heritage and American Commitment,” AIA-NY has actively contributed 
to charitable, cultural, and educational initiatives, fostering communication and cooperation among people of Indian heritage worldwide. The 
annual Deepavali celebration at South Street Seaport in NY has been its flagship event.

   

(Standing from left) Jasbir Jay Singh – Chief Editor and CEO of Hum Hindustani,  Dr. Nidhi 
Gadura – Chairperson of Chairs of QCC and Professor, Biological Sciences & Geology, Gobind 
Munjal – President AIA, Dr. Christine Mangino – President of Queensborough Community 
College, Dr. Jagdish K. Gupta – President AIA-NY Chapter, Smiti Khanna – Advisor AIA-NY, 
Beena Kothari – President-Elect AIA-NY, rs. Bhavna Jee – Director Hum Hindustani, Saji 
Sheerazi – Director of Development, Division of Strategic Initiatives and Advancement QCC. 
(Sitting) Stephen Di Dio, Vice President & Chief Strategy Officer, Division of Strategic Initiatives 
and Advancement, Harsh Vyas – Vice President, AIA-NY at the donation ceremony. – Photo AIA-
NY
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India 78th Independence Day on August 12th, 2024
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Pictures from  India 78th Independence Day
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AIA Marks India’s 78th Independence Day with Celebration at Chicago’s Daley Plaza

CHICAGO, IL- On August 12th, 2024, the Association of Indians in America (AIA) Illinois Chapter celebrated India’s 
Independence Day at Daley Plaza. The event was honored by the presence of Mr. T. Bhutia, Deputy Consul General of 
India in Chicago, and Ms. Maria Pappas, Cook County Treasurer and an advocate for community inclusivity.

The flag hoisting ceremony was conducted with great pomp and enthusiasm, attended by esteemed members of the AIA 
committee and the broader community. It was heartening to see many individuals of Indian descent from nearby offices 
and passersby join in the celebration.

The event attracted a crowd of around 150 people and featured beautiful renditions of national anthems and patriotic 
songs by a budding Chicago-based artist, Khushi Jain. The cultural program included classical dances by Rashika 
Bendekar and Kabita Dey, along with an energetic Punjabi dance performance by Madhu Arya and her team, which 
enlivened the atmosphere.

Ms. Pappas delivered a heartfelt message recognizing the Indian community’s contributions to the USA, highlighting 
the organization’s impact on the Chicagoland area. Mr. T.D. Bhutia, in his address, spoke about the significant role of 
India in fostering USA-India relations, as well as the contributions of the Indian and Indian student communities in the 
USA. His simple yet impactful words were greatly appreciated.

The event also featured speeches by Chairman Salil Mishra, President Lucy Pandey, and a vote of thanks by Vice 
President Nilabh Dubey and National Vice President Santosh Pandey. Maria Pappas was introduced by Hina Trivedi, 
and the event was skillfully hosted by Master of Ceremony Shabana Rehman.

Kimico Mehta’s outreach to the community about the importance of voting during the event was also well-received and 
appreciated.

AIA IL Chapter’s 78th Independence Day celebration at Daley Plaza 
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Youth Group Dance Competition on September 14th, 2024
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Pictures from Youth Group Dance Competition 
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AIA Illinois’ Annual Youth Dance Competition A Roaring Success

CHICAGO - For 17 years, the Association of Indians in America (AIA) Illinois Chapter has been at the forefront of promoting cultural unity through its annual 
youth group dance competition, and the 2024 edition was no exception. Held on September 14, 2024, at the Al Larson Prairie Center for the Arts in 
Schaumburg, this year's event once again showcased an impressive array of talent, cultural expression, and the unifying power of dance. This year's 
competition brought together 18 teams, featuring 124 dancers across a variety of traditional, contemporary, and folk styles. The auditorium was filled with 
the excitement of 350 enthusiastic attendees, whose cheers and applause electrified the atmosphere. The stakes were high, with teams vying for the coveted 
first-place prize of $1,000, second place at $750, and third place at $500.

 As opportunity of heritage and expression, the evening began with an inspiring address by AIA Illinois President Lucy Pandey, who highlighted the importance 
of providing a platform for youth to express themselves through dance. She emphasized that this competition not only fosters creativity, teamwork and 
personality development but also serves as a vital connection to the rich Indian heritage. Salil Mishra, Chairman of the AIA Illinois Chapter, and well know 
community leader, echoed these sentiments in his speech, stressing that the competition is about much more than winning—it is about nurturing teamwork, 
preserving cultural heritage, and giving young people a sense of community. The dedication behind the scenes was also acknowledged, as Lucy Pandey 
expressed gratitude to the core organizing team: Santosh Pandey (National Vice President), Nilabh Dubey (Vice President), Shabana Rehman (Youth Dance 
Coordinator), and Maliha Afreen (Secretary).

 The competition featured a prestigious panel of five independent judges, each a respected figure in the world of Indian dance: Shital Dhanani, a renowned 
Indian dance teacher from the Chicagoland area, Jhara Das, an accomplished Odissi dancer and instructor from Naperville, Guru Vidushi Sindhu M.V. Naik, a 
Bharatnatyam expert pursuing her PhD in the art form, Prisha Laad, a seasoned choreographer with experience in major Indian TV productions, Dr. Kanak 
Mishra, a fiction writer and dance critic with deep knowledge of Indian dance traditions. Their expertise added a layer of gravitas to the event, ensuring that 
every performance was evaluated with the utmost care and cultural insight. The memorable Performances in competition itself was a breathtaking journey 
through India’s diverse dance traditions. Shirlzar, the reigning champions, delivered a power-packed contemporary dance performance that dazzled the 
judges and audience alike, winning them first place for the second consecutive year. Their innovative choreography and prop utilization left a lasting 
impression.

Divine Grace, a group of teenage Odissi dancers, took the stage with a mesmerizing interpretation of the Rudrashtakam, a tribute to their heritage and dance 
form. Their graceful movements and years of disciplined training shone through, earning them the second prize. The third prize went to a group of young 
women from Nalina Padam, who came together for the first time as a team. Their captivating fusion of music from across India, paired with a symbolic 
portrayal of war and peace, was lauded by judges for its emotional depth and creative use of lighting.

 Other notable performances included:

    Atharva Super Dancers, whose puppet and color-lit wing dance featured intricate costume changes and surprising dance concepts
    Aan an amateur group of teen friends, who created a high-energy contemporary routine with their own music remix, making it difficult for the judges to 
choose.
    A bold performance by the women of Art in Motion, who used shadow and costume elements to portray an inner struggle, earning praise for their 
originality
    High energy, seamless flow and tons of delicate dance moves by Nritya Vijeta team left a very distinct mark on this years competition.
    Avishkar’s Lavani team, whose traditional Maharashtrian folk dance brought the house down with its vibrant energy
    NK Studio Ladies’ Punjabi folk dance, which gave a fresh twist to the competition with its innovative fusion.
    Divine Grace raised the importance of one-on-one conversations by use of three generation when interactions are getting limited by all-pervading social 
media.
    Suhani’s Ghoomar dance, which transported the audience to Rajasthan with its regal elegance.

In between the intense competition, the future of Indian dance was on full display as young dancers from Atharva Dance School, some as young as toddlers, 
performed two delightful routines. Their exuberance and coordination brought pure joy to the audience, a heartwarming reminder of the future generation of 
competition. As the event drew to a close, all the participants gathered on stage, a vibrant display of teamwork, creativity, and cultural pride. Each 
performance reflected not only technical skill but also a personal interpretation of the themes, underscoring the depth and diversity of Indian dance traditions.

 The competition was made possible through generous donations and support from community members and local businesses, including Salil Mishra, Prem 
Mehrotra, Chris Patel, Vipul Patel, Amit Amin and many others. Felicitations were carried out by Chairman Salil Mishra, President Lucy Pandey, and other 
distinguished members of the AIA Leadership team. This year’s event was a resounding success, leaving attendees inspired and eagerly anticipating the next 
chapter in this longstanding tradition.
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Pictures from  21st Annual Gandhi Art and Writing Competition on 
October 20th, 2024
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The Association of Indians in America-South Jersey Chapter (AIA-SJ) hosted the 21st Annual Gandhi Art and Writing 
Competition award ceremony at Princeton University on Oct 20., honouring middle and high school students for their 
artistic and literary contributions. 

The event celebrates Gandhi’s values of peace, non-violence, and harmony, encouraging youth in New Jersey to reflect 
on these principles through creative expression.

This year’s theme was inspired by Gandhi’s quote, “Violence is a weapon of the weak, non-violence that of the strong.” 
The top winners received scholarships and recognition for their outstanding submissions.

In the Middle School Writing category, Darsh Gaur from Bridgewater-Raritan Middle School took first place, while 
Ashley Torres from Kearny High School won first place in the High School Writing category. In the Art category, Amalia 
Martinez from Belleville Middle School and Deeksha Chaganur from Somerset County Academy received top honors in 
their respective divisions.

Performances included traditional Indian dance by the Shishya School of Performing Arts and a vocal performance of 
the bhajan "Raghupati Raghav Raja Ram," presented by longtime supporter Maqsood Mamawala.

The AIA-SJ also announced the quote for next year’s competition: “The day the power of love overrules the love of 
power, the world will know peace.” The event reaffirmed AIA-SJ’s commitment to nurturing young minds and 
promoting Gandhi's legacy. 



Pictures from India's Independence Day August 15th, 2024 
At Capitol Square, Madison, Wisconsin
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Garba & Dandiya Night October 5th, 2024



Pictures from Garba & Dandiya Night October 5th, 2024

Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities



Pictures from Diwali Celebrations on November 10th, 2024
at Madison, WI

Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities
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Indian Independence Day Festival and Hosts Consular Camp
on August 18th, 2024

AIA Florida Celebrates Indian Independence Day Festival and Hosts Consular Camp

On August 18, 2024, AIA Florida proudly hosted the annual Indian Independence 
Day Festival, drawing nearly 1,000 attendees from Miami, Palm Beach, and beyond 
to the Broward Center for Performing Arts. This vibrant celebration of India’s rich 
culture featured a vendor area filled with Indian clothing, accessories, and local 
Indian-affiliated businesses, alongside an impressive art exhibit showcasing original 
paintings and artwork.

The festivities began with traditional dhol tasha drummers welcoming guests to the 
main performance hall, where a cultural showcase kicked off at 1:00 pm. The Consul 
General of India, along with city mayors and leaders from neighboring areas, 
addressed the audience with inspiring words to open the event. The crowd enjoyed 
patriotic dances, singing, and instrumental performances, beautifully representing 
India’s diverse regions.

The festival also included a dedicated children's activity room, where young 
attendees made pinwheels, decorated diyas, and colored maps of India. And, of 
course, the event wouldn't be complete without a wide variety of delicious Indian 
food available for all to enjoy. We look forward to welcoming South Florida’s 
community back next year for this enriching celebration of Indian culture!

Additionally, on October 6th, the AIA South Florida Chapter hosted a free Consular 
Camp with the Indian Consulate General, drawing over 200 attendees seeking 
assistance with passports, visas, and other documentation. Attendees enjoyed a 
mid-day break led by a yoga instructor, guiding them through breathing exercises 
right from their seats. The event was a success, with many participants requesting 
future consular camp dates.

The AIA South Florida Chapter is excited to continue hosting meaningful events and 
looks forward to planning our next community gathering soon!

Florida Chapter Activities



Florida Chapter Activities

Pictures from Indian Independence Day Festival and Hosts Consular Camp
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California Chapter Activities

Two and half years back in August 2022, when I moved to Los Angeles, this idea of starting an AIA 
chapter in the west coast originated. 
 
I (Santosh khera), past president of AIA started exploring how to go about it. In 2023, AIA supported 
Sanskriti Legacy in her very well organized cultural and educational program of Indian Goddesses. 
Most of the trained classical musicians and dancers from different organizations of Los Angeles 
participated. AIA got the recognition as another nationwide organization.
 
Then after becoming a member of the very renowned organization Newport Irvine Rotary club, 
thought of doing a project with them and that’s how the idea of starting a Dialysis unit in Kota, 
Rajasthan originated. I then discussed this idea with Divya shah, my treasurer during my presidency 
as well as the National President Gobind Munjal and NY chapter President Dr. Jagdish Gupta. 
 
After getting the green signal from all of them, I became instrumental in getting the global grant 
approved by Rotary International, for starting free dialysis services at KOTA-Rajasthan, in 
cooperation with Rotary club of KOTA. Process of application started. Past president of Rotary 
Newport Irvine Mr. Pardaman Singh Sawhney contacted Rotary Kota and helped me go through the 
process.
 
It took about a year but now on Ist of December 2024, a Dialysis unit was inaugurated by the minister 
in a government hospital. Write up on paper and a picture of our plaque is enclosed. Excess funds of 
$21,000 which were sitting in AIA NY Chapter were donated for this project.
 
Now we are planning to start the chapter in April of 2025 by inviting people for picnics and trying to 
make them AIA members.
  
I have got a few prominent members of the society as my supporters.

1. Mr. Pardaman Sawhney (past president rotary)
2. Bhupinder singh Kohli (president Rotary)
3. Smita kotoor (retired neurologist)
4. Hansa Ashar (past treasurer AIA NY)

 
Thanks, Wish me luck in my new endeavor.
 
Santosh Khera (Past President AIA NY)
President AIA California chapter
 

Organized cultural and educational programs of Indian Goddesses in 
collaboration with Sanskriti Legacy
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Donated $21,000 to Rotary International to start a Dialysis Center in 
Kota Rajasthan
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