
www.aianational.org  . Tax-Exempt ID 23-7192936

Message from the National AIA President GOBIND MUNJAL (2022-2025)

GOBIND MUNJAL
National President

2022 - 2025

B E T W E E N  U S

VOLUME I  4th EDITION                         Dec. 31st 2025

As I conclude my four-year term (2022–2025) as National President of AIA, I, Gobind Munjal, 
extend my sincere and heartfelt gratitude to the National Executive Committee (NEC), Past 
Presidents, Trustees, and all the distinguished members of AIA for their unwavering support 
throughout my four-year term (2022–2025). 

My special thanks to the National Executive Committee, whose unanimous resolutions and 
steadfast backing enabled us to work cohesively and decisively. With your collective efforts, 
we successfully revitalized AIA National, strengthened its foundation, and advanced its 
mission. Together, we streamlined bylaws and procedures, updated the membership list, 
revived prestigious legacy events, launched new chapters, and initiated impactful programs 
in the best interest of the organization

Key Achievements (2022–2025)
v Chapter Growth: Revived inactive chapters and launched four new chapters in California, 

Minnesota, Georgia, and Texas.
v Life Membership Rejuvenation: Added 85 new Life Members, including 34 younger-generation 

members (65 members including spouses).

v Medical Council Awards Gala (May 3, 2025): Restarted after 15 years at Cipriani 42nd St, NYC, 
honoring second-generation physicians; 50% attendance from the younger generation.

v Honor Banquet & Celebrations of 75th Anniversary of India’s Independence (May 6, 
2023): Successfully held at Terrace on the Park, NYC, attended by dignitaries including Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and NYC Mayor Eric Adams.

v Bylaws Amendment: Amended and Updated AIA National Bylaws after 30 years, implemented in 
January 2024, under the leadership of Mr. Santosh Pandey from Chicago, assisted by various Past 
Presidents and representatives from across the country.

v AIA National Newsletter – “BETWEEN US”: Revived after 20+ years to strengthen 
communication among members.

                                                           Continued on the next page



v Life Membership Fund Investment: Achieved 55% portfolio growth during 2024–2025; 
earned income distributed to chapters for the first time in over two decades. Thanks to 
Investment committee led by Mr. Rohit Vyas assisted by Past Presidents and distinguished 
members.

v First-Ever Diwali at Minnesota State Capitol (2023): Initiated under the leadership of
Mr. Gopal Khanna assisted by Ms Vallabha Tantry. A tradition now continued annually.

v Educational Initiatives: Organized a successful multi-session Zoom conference on Awareness 
and Empathy (2022).

v Digitization of Archives: Preserved historic albums of past national presidents.

v Life Membership List Update: Finalized, corrected and updated the Life Membership list 
during 2024 for transparency and election integrity.

v Enhanced Chapter Communication: Improved interaction and collaboration among chapters.

v Community Engagement:

§ Welcome Partner at PM Narendra Modi’s Reception (Nassau Coliseum, Sept 22, 2024)

§ Collaboration with NIAASC for senior welfare at its 35th Annual Conference

§ First-ever AIA Float in FIA India Day Parade (Aug 17, 2025), receiving extensive media 
coverage about AIA chapters and change of venue for AIA-NY iconic Diwali celebration. 

v $35,000 Charitable Donation for Needy Seniors:
A net surplus of $35,000 from the Medical Council Awards Gala in 2025 and Honor Banquet & 
75th India’s Independence Celebrations in 2023 has been dedicated to supporting needy South 
Asian seniors. AIA will be soon launching a Senior Center in Long Island in collaboration with 
India Home, a respected nonprofit led by Dr. Vasundhara Kalaspudi (Dr K), which currently 
operates six senior centers in Queens.

We prioritized maximizing savings to support our charitable work, carefully conserving every 
dollar. As a result, we never charged travel and other expenses for visits to various chapters, 
including recent travel to Chicago for the AIA Illinois Gala on Nov 9, 2025. Additionally, no lunch 
or dinner expenses for official meetings have been charged to AIA over the past 4 years.

 
I once again thank each and every AIA member for electing me and entrusting me with the privilege 
of serving as National President of our esteemed organization for consecutive four years. It has been 
an honor to work with all of you and to help lead AIA to greater heights.
 
Wishing everyone a very Happy, Healthy and a Prosperous New Year!
 
Gobind Munjal;
National President AIA



AIA NEWSLETTER HISTORY
AIA’s newsletter started in the early 1970's. It was called ("The Journal"). It ceased publication around 1978. It was 

revived in 1994 with Dr. Vinod Bansal in Chicago as editor and renamed ("BETWEEN US"). We are now resuming 
publication of AIA's Newsletter after more than 20 years, keeping the same name ("BETWEEN US") which means 

communication between member.

HISTORY OF AIA
The Association of Indians in America is the oldest National Association of Asian Indians in America.

It was founded on August 20, 1967. AIA is the grassroot National Organization of Asian Immigrants in the United 
States, fostered on the democratic principles of “one member one vote”, with chapters and membership spread 

across the United States of America. AIA represents the hopes and aspirations of those immigrants who are united 
by their common bond of 

“Indian Heritage and American Commitment”.

HIGHLIGHTS OF AIA ACHEIVEMENTS
1. Minority Status to Asian Indian Immigrants in 1970’s
2. Separate Enumeration of Asian Indians for the first time in US censuses an independent category in 1980
3. Representation before Congressional committees to testify for family reunification provision in the 

immigration bill.
4. Relief work for Natural Disaster in India and across the World.
5. “Project India” an ongoing project of AIA, has channeled Medical Equipment and Funds for Projects and HIV 

relief work in India.
6. Sushruta and charka Award – Instituted in 1993 to recognize and honor people of Indian origin in the field of 

Medicine and Health care.
7. Deepavali celebration for public: New York City: at South Street Seaport an ongoing event, since 1987, 

enjoyed by close to More than 100,000  people  in tri state residents.
8.  Publication of “Ananya”: A Portrait of India: in 1997 in collaboration with India Study Center of Stony Brook 

University, New York.  A highly acclaimed 968-page book on Indian Civilization. Was released at the 50th 
anniversary of India’s independence at a Banquet in Waldorf Astoria

9. Celebration of Diwali at the White house in 2003.
10. Recognition of Diwali by City Council in 2004 and suspension of alternate street parking in all the 5 borrows of 

NYC in 2005 onwards .
11. Official USPS Deepavali Stamp Unveiled In 2013 Resolution introduced in the House of Representatives 

advising USPS to issue a stamp commemorating Deepavali which lead to the final issuance of Deepavali stamp 
in OCT 20th 2016.

12. AIA  celebrated Golden Anniversary  on DEC 1st  2018.
13. Money raised and sent for construction of schools of India. Also sent Oxygen concentrators and Ventilators 

and PPE during Covid 19, donated $ 26,000.00 to PM fund and Grocery kits to needy people.
14. On May 6th 2023, AIA celebrated 75th anniversary of India’s Independence at an Honor Banquet at Terrace 

on the Park in Flushing Meadow, New York attended by dignitaries like Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer and NYC Mayor Eric Adams.

15. Diwali is now declared as a public school Holiday in New York City Schools with the help from 
Assemblywoman Jennifer Rajkumar, Mayor Eric Adams and Others.

16. Diwali is now celebrated in City Hall, Mayor’s residence Gracie Mansion, All County offices and even some of 
the State Capitals. Recently through the efforts of AIA, First Ever Diwali was celebrated by the Minnesota State 
Governor at the Minnesota State Capitol. 

17. On May 3, 2025, AIA celebrated the achievements of the next generation of Physicians and Surgeons, who 
excelled in the medical field, in a sold out Medical Council Awards Gala at CIPRIANI 42nd St. in Manhattan.
This Medical Council Awards Gala led by younger generation was hugely successful, as for the first time 50% 
of attendees were from the next generation.

18. AIA is planning to launch a Senior Center in Long Island for the needy seniors in collaboration with India Home, 
a respected nonprofit led by Dr. Vasundhara Kalaspudi (Dr K), which currently operates six senior centers in 
Queens. Money has been set aside for this purpose.



v AIA Medical Council Awards Gala held on May 3rd, 2025 at a beautiful 
Venue CIPRIANI, 42nd St., Manhattan, NY

v AIA National Float in FIA (India Independence Day) Parade on
August 17th, 2025 on Madison Avenue in Manhattan, NY

AIA National Activities

New York Chapter Activities

AIA Activities

v AIA Project India Fundraising function on July 27th , 2025

v AIA Desi Next - Raas Garba on October 3rd, 2025

v AIA Diwali Celebration held 2nd year in a row at the Minnesota State 
Capitol on October 30th, 2025

v Oath Taking Ceremony of President of AIA-NY Chapter Beena Kothari 
and the Executive Committee held on March 20th, 2025

v Fundraising Gala at Pearl Banquet in Long Island held on June 1st, 2025

v AIA-NY hosted its first-ever Holi celebration in collaboration with 
Queensborough Community College (CUNY) on March 26th, 2025

v AIA-NY strengthens educational ties with QCC through scholarships 
and cultural exchange 

v Diwali Celebration at Westbury Middle School for the 1st time on 
October 21st, 2025 

v AIA-NY Deepavali Celebrations at the Overlook Beach in Long Island, 
on October 11th, 2025

INSIDE



v Diwali Celebrations on October 26th, 2025 
v Sewa Diwali Drive 2025 - Food Pantry Donation
v India Day 2025 Celebration on August 16th, 2025 
v Garba and Dandiya Night Celebration on October 5th, 2025 
v AIA Hindi Classes fundraising to AHA Temple donated Jagannath 

Yatra June 7th, 2025
v AIA Senior Club New Year’s Party 2025
v AIA Picnic held on July 13th, 2025

Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Florida Chapter Activities

Illinois Chapter Activities

INSIDE

v Business Networking & Gala Night on November 9th, 2025
v India’s Independence Day Celebrations  held on August 12th, 2025

at National India Hub

v India’s Indepence Day Celebration on August 17th, 2025

New Jersey Chapter Activities

v AIA NJ donated care packages to Elijah’s Promise soup kitchen in
New Brunswick NJ in December for Christmas

South New Jersey Activities

v Gandhi Art & Writing celebration held at Princeton University on 
Sunday, November 9th, 2025









Santosh Pandey
Chairperson of 

ByLaws Committee

Atul Kukar, DO, MBA
Medical Council

Vice Chair

Sushma Kotahwala 
Chairperson of Membership List

Beena Kothari
Chairperson of 

Brochure Committee

Beena Kothari
President NY Chapter

Lucy Pandey
President IL Chapter

Alfeya Ghadiali
President FL Chapter

Ram Trimula
President NJ Chapter

Arshi Duffley
President SNJ Chapter

Vijay Sharma
President Wisconsin Chapter

Pratichi Goenka, MD
Medical Council

Vice Chair

Dr. Dolly Manvar 
Chairperson of Medical Council

 Rohit Vyas
Chairperson of the Investment 

Advisory Committee

Aprajita Mattoo, MD
Medical Council

Vice Chair

Pallavi Manvar Singh, MD
Medical Council

Vice Chair
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AIA National Activities

The Association of Indians In America (AIA)
Medical Council Awards on Saturday, May 3rd, 2025

 



AIA National Activities



AIA National Activities



AIA National Activities



Pictures from AIA Medical Council Awards Gala held on May 3rd, 2025 at a 
beautiful Venue CIPRIANI, 42nd St., Manhattan, NY

AIA National Activities
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AIA National Activities



AIA celebrates next-gen physicians in Medical Council Awards Gala 

AIA National Activities

Calling it a historic moment, Munjal emphasized the involvement of
younger members in planning and organizing the event. "This AIA
Medical Council Awards Gala is of major historical importance, as
younger members of AIA are taking leadership roles and organizing this
event, while we, the senior members, are supporting them," he said. "You
will be glad to know that 50% of the people attending this Gala were from
the younger generation."

Munjal also announced that the event would now be held biennially. "This
Medical Council Gala's tremendous success has excited a lot of next
generation people and they have expressed interest in getting involved and
becoming members. We will be having these Galas every 2 years or so,"
he said, adding that the organization is working to revamp its website to
better engage younger audiences.

The event's organizing committee included Dr. Dolly Manvar as chair of
the medical council, and four vice chairs representing the next generation:
Dr. Atul Kukar, Dr. Pallavi Manvar Singh, Dr. Aprajita Mattoo, and Dr.
Pratichi Goenka. Munjal thanked them for their "commitment and hard
work in making this Medical Council Awards Gala a huge success."
Chair of the AIA board of trustees Dr. Samin Sharma called the gathering
the most successful event he had seen in his 15 years with AIA. "For the
first time we have seen in any organization so many people from the
younger generation attending the Gala, which is remarkable," he said. Dr.
Sharma also suggested that AIA establish a charitable initiative to benefit
people in India, pledging $100,000 toward such a cause.



AIA National Activities

Pictures from AIA National Float in FIA (India Independence Day) 
Parade on  August 17th, 2025 on Madison Avenue in Manhattan, NY



AIA National Activities
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AIA National Activities

AIA Float marches ahead with Pride during FIA India Day Parade at Madison Ave in Manhattan

   

The Association of Indians in America (AIA) founded in 1967 had a float in the 
Federation of Indians Associations (FIA) parade held on Madison Avenue in 
Manhattan, New York on Sunday, 17th of August 2025.

AIA is the oldest grassroot non-profit national organization of Asian Indians with 
chapters spread across the United States of America. Although AIA organization has 
been there for many years and has a lot of achievements to its credit besides an 
established identity for celebrating the Deepavali Festival at the iconic South Street 
Seaport year after year continuously for the last 37 years, it was the first time we 
displayed the AIA strength on Madison Ave, New York City by taking a beautifully 
decorated float with its members with tricolor sashes and badges waving the tricolor 
Indian flag.

We are very thankful and fortunate to have the presence of New York Senator John Liu, as 
well as the Consul General of India in New York, Hon Binaya S Pradhan along with the 
Deputy Consul General Hon Vishal Harsh and Consul for cultural affairs Tsewang Gyaltson 
to Grace our Float as well as be kind enough to encourage AIA members with beautiful 
pictures. The float was decorated with AIA national executive committee banners mentioning 
names of all our chapters in the USA as well as AIA’s resolve to: “Indian heritage and 
American commitment”.

The individual names of 17 chapters in United States of America, namely; New York, New 
Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, Minnesota, Texas, California were 
all lined up by the railing of the Float so that all standing and watching the parade, personally 
or on live worldwide TV, can see the large presence of our organization in the entire United 
States of America. Enthusiastic patriotic songs were sung and played on the float for well 
over two hours which showcases the passion of AIA towards our mother country India.

As the parade was moving along Madison Avenue, the announcements were being made of 
AIA‘s New York chapter Deepavali Festival being organized on October 11, 2025 for the first 
time at Overlook Beach in Babylon, Long Island instead of the South Street Seaport in 
Manhattan. Flyers for the same were also distributed to the crowd.  National President Gobind 
Munjal said that this was being done to attract many people from the tri-state area to see this 
grand spectacle of Deepavali Festival with Spectacular Fireworks as a grand finale. Free food, 
many booths, cultural activities, arts and crafts, Naach Inferno, kids and adult activities filled 
with the amazing stage performances and a mega fun filled day. Raffle prizes, a Surprise 
Celebrity presence on the stage and Spectacular Fireworks will be major attractions. Overlook 
Beach in the town of Babylon is a very popular destination in the summer on Long Island and 
for the 38th Deepavali festival of AIA will be a spectacle not to miss!



AIA National Activities
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AIA Activities

AIA Project India Fundraising function on July 27th , 2025



AIA Activities

Music with Purpose: Falu performs at Project India event by AIA to support Rural Farmers in India

   

The Project India Initiative by the Association of Indians in America (AIA) NY 
Chapter, hosted a spectacular musical evening headlined by Grammy Award-winning 
artist Falu and her band — all in support of a vital cause.

The evening began with heartfelt opening remarks by Asmita Bhatia, who shared the 
inspiring work of Project India and their growing collaboration with Global Vikas 
Trust (GVT), an NGO based in India. A moving video followed, featuring testimonials 
from farmers whose lives have been uplifted by the GVT initiative — planting fruit 
trees to ensure sustainable income for farming families. These firsthand stories offered 
a compelling glimpse into how community-driven efforts can combat poverty and 
restore dignity.

Project India, the philanthropic arm of AIA, has long stepped up to support communities in 
times of crisis. Over the last 15 years, its partnership with GAP, an Ahmedabad-based NGO, 
has brought life-changing healthcare to 80 tribal villages along the Gujarat–Rajasthan border. 
In 2024, Project India was deeply inspired by the vision of Global Vikas Trust (GVT) and its 
founder, Mayank Gandhi. Guided by this vision, Project India’s support helped plant 134,000 
fruit trees, transforming the livelihoods of 166 farmers and their families — reducing suicide 
rates, restoring hope, and laying a path for long-term sustainability. Dr. Manjula Bansal 
introduced Falu and her talented ensemble, who took the stage and captivated the audience 
with a transcendent performance that spanned genres, languages, and generations. A special 
guest appearance by rapper Marty brought an unexpected and delightful energy, culminating 
in an unforgettable, joy-filled celebration that had everyone dancing

After the performance, Divya Shah and Smita Khanna extended their gratitude to donors, 
patrons, supporters, and the media partners who helped amplify the message and mission 
behind the event. Among those media partners were ITV Gold, Desi Talk, Radio Zindagi, The 
India Eye, South Asia Times, and India Panorama — all of whom generously provided 
promotional support.

Sunny Thakkar of Sneh Arts, who managed and marketed the event, shared his appreciation:

“Seeing so many smiling faces and so much support for such a worthy cause was the biggest 
reward. We’re proud to be part of this journey.”

Join us in sustaining this momentum. Together, we can empower farmers, restore the 
environment, and create lasting change. We encourage you to visit the Global Vikas Trust 
(GVT) website to witness the incredible transformation underway across rural India — and 
invite you to be a part of it. Through Project India’s continued support of GVT, we can 
deepen our collective impact and create meaningful, lasting opportunities for thousands of 
families. For more information visit globalvikastrust.org.



AIA Activities

AIA Desi Next Raas Garba on October 3rd, 2025



AIA Activities

Pictures from AIA Desi Next Raas Garba
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Pictures from Diwali Celebration at the Minnesota State Capitol on 
October 30th, 2025



AIA Activities



New York Chapter Activities

Oath Taking Ceremony of President of AIA-NY Chapter Beena Kothari and 
the Executive Committee held on March 20th, 2025



New York Chapter Activities

Pictures from Oath Taking Ceremony of President of AIA-NY chapter
Beena Kothari and the Executive Committee



New York Chapter Activities
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New York Chapter Activities

Fundraising Gala at Pearl Banquet in Long Island held on June 1st, 2025



New York Chapter Activities



New York Chapter Activities

Pictures from Fundraising Gala at Pearl Banquet in Long Island



New York Chapter Activities
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New York Chapter Activities

The event was a vibrant celebration of spring, featuring music, food, and colors, and was open to 
everyone. The Association of Indians in America (AIA-NY) partnered with QCC to bring this cultural 
milestone to life, highlighting the importance of Holi in Indian culture, which marks the victory of 
good over evil and the arrival of spring.

The event included speeches, traditional dances, and the iconic throwing of colored powders, or 
"gulal," symbolizing love, renewal, and new beginnings. This collaboration not only showcased 
QCC's commitment to cultural diversity but also strengthened ties between AIA-NY and the 
college community. This vibrant event was open to everyone! everyone enjoyed  music, food, and 
colors, making it the perfect spring celebration. The best part was The colors used are stain-
resistant, so everyone can play and have fun without worrying about stains. Light refreshments 
was  sponsored by AIA and QCC Student Government and Student Clubs.

AIA-NY hosted its first-ever Holi celebration in collaboration with 
Queensborough Community College (CUNY) on March 26th, 2025



New York Chapter Activities

Pictures from Holi at CUNY Queens Community College (QCC) Campus



New York Chapter Activities



AIA-NY strengthens educational ties with QCC through scholarships 
and cultural exchange

New York Chapter Activities



New York Chapter Activities



Diwali Celebration at Westbury Middle School for the 1st time on 
October 21st, 2025

New York Chapter Activities



New York Chapter Activities

Pictures from Diwali Celebration at Westbury Middle School

West Middle School in Westbury , NY, proudly celebrated Diwali, the Festival of Lights! The event 
united students, families, and staff in a vibrant celebration of culture, creativity, and community.
The school was beautifully decorated with colorful rangoli designs, sparkling diyas, and art displays, 
welcoming guests with rose petals created by our talented students. The henna station, arts and crafts 
corner, and hospitality area embodied the warmth, unity, and beauty of Diwali. Each diya radiated 
hope and positivity, while every rangoli pattern showcased creativity and teamwork.
Students excelled in sharing the true meaning of Diwali: spreading light over darkness, knowledge 
over ignorance, and love over division. Heartfelt thanks to all who contributed to this unforgettable 
celebration, making our first Diwali a joyous success! We look forward to next year's celebration.



New York Chapter Activities
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AIA-NY Deepavali Celebrations at the Overlook Beach in Long Island, 
on October 11th, 2025



New York Chapter Activities

Pictures from AIA-NY Deepavali Celebrations at the
Overlook Beach in Long Island
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Illinois Chapter Activities

Business Networking & Gala Night on November 9th, 2025



Illinois Chapter Activities

Pictures from Business Networking & Gala Night



Illinois Chapter Activities



Illinois Chapter Activities



Illinois Chapter Activities



Illinois Chapter Activities



Illinois Chapter Activities

Pictures from India’s Independence Day Celebrations at National India 
Hub, graced by Mayor of Schaumburg Tom Dailly, State Representative 
Michelle Mussman, Deputy Consul General India T.D. Butia, and other 

dignitaries with the core Team of AIA and guests



Illinois Chapter Activities

Pictures of National President with former Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Meenakshi Lekhi and Consul General of India Chicago

Somnath Ghosh in a Meet and Greet event this afternoon in Chicago



New Jersey Chapter Activities

Pictures from AIA NJ donated care packages to Elijah’s Promise soup 
kitchen in New Brunswick NJ in December for Christmas

Uma Swaminathan AIA, past trustee and president of NJ chapter, and Meena Waran 
collected donations. AIA also got items that were needed and packaged them to be 
delivered. A team of AIA members worked in creating the packages. Uma, and Kaushik, 
current New Jersey AIA president delivered the donations of rice and care packages to the 
Soup kitchen.



South New Jersey Chapter Activities

Pictures from Gandhi Art & Writing celebration held at Princeton 
University on Sunday, November 9th, 2025

The AIA-SJ chapter held its annual Gandhi Art & Writing celebration on Sunday, November 9th at Princeton University. 
Each year the committee selects one of Gandhi’s quotes and NJ middle to high school students can submit artwork, 
essays or poetry based on it.  

We received nearly 100 submissions from over 20 schools and honored the top 12 students with their families and 
teachers at Princeton’s Carl A. Fields Center. The celebration included performances from the Shishya School of 
Performing Arts, presentations from the winning award recipients, and refreshments provided by Moghul Catering. 
Application for the 2026 competition will be available in February.



Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Diwali Celebrations on Ocotober 26th, 2025



Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Pictures from Diwali Celebrations



Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Pictures from Sewa Diwali Drive 2025 - Food Pantry Donation 



Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities



Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Pictures from AIA-WI and Tamil Sangam distributed food to the 
University for 120 Indian Students Fresh Cooked food

on December 13th , 2025



Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

India Day 2025 Celebration on August 16th, 2025



Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Pictures from India Day 2025 Celebration



Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Garba and Dandiya Night Celebration on October 5th, 2025



Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Pictures from Garba and Dandiya Night Celebration



Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities



Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Pictures from AIA Hindi Classes fundraising to AHA Temple donated 
Jagannath Yatra June 7th 2025 $385 by AIA Hindi class students, 

parents and teachers



Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

AIA Senior Club New Year’s Party 2025



Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Pictures from AIA Senior Club New Year’s Party 2025



Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Pictures from AIA Picnic held on July 13th, 2025



Florida Chapter Activities

India’s Indepence Day  Celebration on August 17th, 2025



Florida Chapter Activities

This past year’s India Independence Day Celebration was a free, family-friendly 
cultural festival presented by the Association of Indians in America (AIA) Florida 
Chapter at the Broward Center for the Performing Arts. The event took place on 
Sunday, August 17, 2025, from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and drew more than 1,000 
community members, families, and visitors from across South Florida.

 Attendees enjoyed a vibrant cultural show featuring traditional Indian dance and 
music performances, with showcases representing various regions of India. Live 
entertainment highlighted the richness of Indian heritage and offered engaging 
performances for all ages. The event opened with a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
featuring dignitaries like state representatives, mayors, and community leaders. 
Attendees were led into the theatre by traditional dhol drums to kick off the cultural 
performances. A unique addition to the show was a dance troupe performing a 
medley of traditional dances of Goa.

The event also featured a lively vendor marketplace offering Indian cuisine, 
traditional clothing, jewelry, and handmade crafts. Local vendors offered a range of 
goods that reflected India's diverse cultural traditions. From pure silk Kanjivaram 
sarees to chikan on soft cotton, Indian handiwork was on display at this year's 
vendor stalls. There was also an art exhibit featuring India-inspired paintings. As 
always, the event included henna artists, kids’ activities, and interactive experiences 
that made it enjoyable for families. Young attendees had the opportunity to color a 
map of India, decorate their own diya, and take home a variety of coloring pages. 
 The festival served as a celebration of India’s Independence Day, fostering 
community pride and cultural exchange. It was free to attend, welcoming people of 
all backgrounds to experience Indian art, music, dance, and food in a festive 
atmosphere at the heart of Fort Lauderdale.



Florida Chapter Activities

Pictures from India’s Indepence Day Celebration



Florida Chapter Activities
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AIA Membership Application Form



Thank  You

Visit us at
www.aianational.org

or
Scan below QR code


