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Message from the National AIA President GOBIND MUNJAL (2022-2025)

As | conclude my four-year term (2022—-2025) as National President of AlA, |, Gobind Munijal,
extend my sincere and heartfelt gratitude to the National Executive Committee (NEC), Past
Presidents, Trustees, and all the distinguished members of AIA for their unwavering support
throughout my four-year term (2022-2025).

My special thanks to the National Executive Committee, whose unanimous resolutions and
steadfast backing enabled us to work cohesively and decisively. With your collective efforts,

National President
2022 - 2025

we successfully revitalized AIA National, strengthened its foundation, and advanced its
mission. Together, we streamlined bylaws and procedures, updated the membership list,
revived prestigious legacy events, launched new chapters, and initiated impactful programs
in the best interest of the organization

Key Achievements (2022-2025)

Minnesota, Georgia, and Texas.

members (65 members including spouses).

** Chapter Growth: Revived inactive chapters and launched four new chapters in California,

%+ Life Membership Rejuvenation: Added 85 new Life Members, including 34 younger-generation

+» Medical Council Awards Gala (May 3, 2025): Restarted after 15 years at Cipriani 42nd St, NYC,
honoring second-generation physicians; 50% attendance from the younger generation.

+* Honor Banquet & Celebrations of 75th Anniversary of India’s Independence (May 6,

2023): Successfully held at Terrace on the Park, NYC, attended by dignitaries including Senate

Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and NYC Mayor Eric Adams.

% Bylaws Amendment: Amended and Updated AIA National Bylaws after 30 years, implemented in

January 2024, under the leadership of Mr. Santosh Pandey from Chicago, assisted by various Past

Presidents and representatives from across the country.

+» AIA National Newsletter — “BETWEEN US”: Revived after 20+ years to strengthen
communication among members.

Continued on the next page
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+»» Life Membership Fund Investment: Achieved 55% portfolio growth during 2024-2025;
earned income distributed to chapters for the first time in over two decades. Thanks to
Investment committee led by Mr. Rohit Vyas assisted by Past Presidents and distinguished
members.

+» First-Ever Diwali at Minnesota State Capitol (2023): Initiated under the leadership of
Mr. Gopal Khanna assisted by Ms Vallabha Tantry. A tradition now continued annually.

%+ Educational Initiatives: Organized a successful multi-session Zoom conference on Awareness
and Empathy (2022).

+»+ Digitization of Archives: Preserved historic albums of past national presidents.

+* Life Membership List Update: Finalized, corrected and updated the Life Membership list
during 2024 for transparency and election integrity.

% Enhanced Chapter Communication: Improved interaction and collaboration among chapters.
+» Community Engagement:

= Welcome Partner at PM Narendra Modi’s Reception (Nassau Coliseum, Sept 22, 2024)
= Collaboration with NIAASC for senior welfare at its 35th Annual Conference

= First-ever AIA Float in FIA India Day Parade (Aug 17, 2025), receiving extensive media
coverage about AIA chapters and change of venue for AIA-NY iconic Diwali celebration.

$35,000 Charitable Donation for Needy Seniors:
A net surplus of $35,000 from the Medical Council Awards Gala in 2025 and Honor Banquet &
75t India’s Independence Celebrations in 2023 has been dedicated to supporting needy South
Asian seniors. AIA will be soon launching a Senior Center in Long Island in collaboration with
India Home, a respected nonprofit led by Dr. Vasundhara Kalaspudi (Dr K), which currently
operates six senior centers in Queens.
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We prioritized maximizing savings to support our charitable work, carefully conserving every
dollar. As a result, we never charged travel and other expenses for visits to various chapters,
including recent travel to Chicago for the AlA Illinois Gala on Nov 9, 2025. Additionally, no lunch
or dinner expenses for official meetings have been charged to AIA over the past 4 years.

| once again thank each and every AIA member for electing me and entrusting me with the privilege
of serving as National President of our esteemed organization for consecutive four years. It has been
an honor to work with all of you and to help lead AIA to greater heights.

Wishing everyone a very Happy, Healthy and a Prosperous New Year!

Gobind Munijal;
National President AIA
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AIA NEWSLETTER HISTORY
AlA’s newsletter started in the early 1970's. It was called ("The Journal"). It ceased publication around 1978. It was
revived in 1994 with Dr. Vinod Bansal in Chicago as editor and renamed ("BETWEEN US"). We are now resuming
publication of AlIA's Newsletter after more than 20 years, keeping the same name ("BETWEEN US") which means
communication between member.

HISTORY OF AIA
The Association of Indians in America is the oldest National Association of Asian Indians in America.

It was founded on August 20, 1967. AlA is the grassroot National Organization of Asian Immigrants in the United
States, fostered on the democratic principles of “one member one vote”, with chapters and membership spread
across the United States of America. AlA represents the hopes and aspirations of those immigrants who are united
by their common bond of
“Indian Heritage and American Commitment”.

HIGHLIGHTS OF AIA ACHEIVEMENTS

1.  Minority Status to Asian Indian Immigrants in 1970’s

Separate Enumeration of Asian Indians for the first time in US censuses an independent category in 1980

3. Representation before Congressional committees to testify for family reunification provision in the

immigration bill.

Relief work for Natural Disaster in India and across the World.

“Project India” an ongoing project of AlA, has channeled Medical Equipment and Funds for Projects and HIV

relief work in India.

6. Sushruta and charka Award — Instituted in 1993 to recognize and honor people of Indian origin in the field of
Medicine and Health care.

7. Deepavali celebration for public: New York City: at South Street Seaport an ongoing event, since 1987,
enjoyed by close to More than 100,000 people in tri state residents.

8.  Publication of “Ananya”: A Portrait of India: in 1997 in collaboration with India Study Center of Stony Brook
University, New York. A highly acclaimed 968-page book on Indian Civilization. Was released at the 50th
anniversary of India’s independence at a Banquet in Waldorf Astoria

9. Celebration of Diwali at the White house in 2003.

10. Recognition of Diwali by City Council in 2004 and suspension of alternate street parking in all the 5 borrows of
NYC in 2005 onwards .

11. Official USPS Deepavali Stamp Unveiled In 2013 Resolution introduced in the House of Representatives
advising USPS to issue a stamp commemorating Deepavali which lead to the final issuance of Deepavali stamp
in OCT 20th 2016.

12. AIA celebrated Golden Anniversary on DEC 1st 2018.

13. Money raised and sent for construction of schools of India. Also sent Oxygen concentrators and Ventilators
and PPE during Covid 19, donated S 26,000.00 to PM fund and Grocery kits to needy people.

14. On May 6th 2023, AlA celebrated 75th anniversary of India’s Independence at an Honor Banquet at Terrace
on the Park in Flushing Meadow, New York attended by dignitaries like Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer and NYC Mayor Eric Adams.

15. Diwaliis now declared as a public school Holiday in New York City Schools with the help from
Assemblywoman Jennifer Rajkumar, Mayor Eric Adams and Others.

16. Diwaliis now celebrated in City Hall, Mayor’s residence Gracie Mansion, All County offices and even some of
the State Capitals. Recently through the efforts of AIA, First Ever Diwali was celebrated by the Minnesota State
Governor at the Minnesota State Capitol.

17. On May 3, 2025, AIA celebrated the achievements of the next generation of Physicians and Surgeons, who
excelled in the medical field, in a sold out Medical Council Awards Gala at CIPRIANI 42nd St. in Manhattan.
This Medical Council Awards Gala led by younger generation was hugely successful, as for the first time 50%
of attendees were from the next generation.

18. AlA s planning to launch a Senior Center in Long Island for the needy seniors in collaboration with India Home,
a respected nonprofit led by Dr. Vasundhara Kalaspudi (Dr K), which currently operates six senior centers in
Queens. Money has been set aside for this purpose.
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AIA Medical Council Awards Gala held on May 31, 2025 at a beautiful
Venue CIPRIANI, 42nd St., Manhattan, NY

AIA National Float in FIA (India Independence Day) Parade on
August 17th, 2025 on Madison Avenue in Manhattan, NY

AlA Activities

AlA Project India Fundraising function on July 27th, 2025
AIA Desi Next - Raas Garba on October 314, 2025

AIA Diwali Celebration held 2" year in a row at the Minnesota State
Capitol on October 30th, 2025

New York Chapter Activities

Oath Taking Ceremony of President of AIA-NY Chapter Beena Kothari
and the Executive Committee held on March 20th, 2025

Fundraising Gala at Pearl Banquet in Long Island held on June 1st, 2025

AlA-NY hosted its first-ever Holi celebration in collaboration with
Queensborough Community College (CUNY) on March 26th, 2025

AIA-NY strengthens educational ties with QCC through scholarships
and cultural exchange

Diwali Celebration at Westbury Middle School for the 1st time on
October 21st, 2025

AIA-NY Deepavali Celebrations at the Overlook Beach in Long Island,
on October 11th, 2025
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lllinois Chapter Activities

Business Networking & Gala Night on November 9th, 2025
India’s Independence Day Celebrations held on August 12th, 2025
at National India Hub

New Jersey Chapter Activities

AlA NJ donated care packages to Elijah’s Promise soup kitchen in

New Brunswick NJ in December for Christmas

South New Jersey Activities

Gandhi Art & Writing celebration held at Princeton University on
Sunday, November 9th, 2025

Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Diwali Celebrations on October 26th, 2025

Sewa Diwali Drive 2025 - Food Pantry Donation

India Day 2025 Celebration on August 16th, 2025

Garba and Dandiya Night Celebration on October 5th, 2025

AIlA Hindi Classes fundraising to AHA Temple donated Jagannath
Yatra June 7th, 2025

AlA Senior Club New Year’s Party 2025

AlA Picnic held on July 13th, 2025

Florida Chapter Activities

India’s Indepence Day Celebration on August 17th, 2025
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Gobind Munjal
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Vice Presidents
Sushma Kotahwala  Santosh Pandey
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NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFICERS

Gobind Munjal
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Dr. YashPal Arya Sushma Kotahwala Santosh Pandey
Vice President NY Vice President NY Vice President - IL

Gunjan Rastogi Gobind Bathija
Secretary Treasurer

.

Uma Swaminathan
Vice President NJ
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NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS AT LARGE

Manoranjan Mishra IL Anita Thakkar NY

Beena Kothari NY Prem Mehrotra IL

q B

Indu Gajwani NY Santosh Khera CA Shashi Malik NY Sujata Seth N

Ramola Motwani FL Usha Bansal M.D NY Vijay Sharma WI



Sushma Kotahwala Dr. Dolly Manvar

Chairperson of Membership List Chairperson of Medical Council
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Atul Kukar, DO, MBA Aprajita Mattoo, MD Pallavi Manvar Singh, MD  Pratichi Goenka, MD

Medical Council
Vice Chair

Santosh Pandey
Chairperson of
ByLaws Committee

3

Beena Kothari
President NY Chapter

Ram Trimula
President NJ Chapter

Medical Council Medical Council Medical Council
Vice Chair Vice Chair Vice Chair

Beena Kothari Rohit Vyas
Chairperson of Chairperson of the Investment
Brochure Committee Advisory Committee

Chapter Presidents

Lucy Pandey Alfeya Ghadiali
President IL Chapter President FL Chapter

Arshi Duffley
President SNJ Chapter President Wisconsin Chapter




TAPAS SEN Ph.D RAM GNANADESIKAN
(1967-1970) (1967-1970)

DATTATREY G. LANJEWAR SURENDRA K. SAXENA Ph.D
(1978-1981) (1982-1985)

NARINDER M. KUKAR M.D. NIRMAL K. MATTOO M.D.
(1992-1995) (1996-1999)

ANIMESH GOENKA GHANSHYAM PANDEY Ph.D

(2008-20m) (2012-2013)

ROSHAN L. CHADDA
(1971-1973)

JITENDRA P. SHAH M.D.
(1986-1989)

Wt
PIYUSH C. AGRAWAL Ph.D

(2000-2003)

SHASHI SHAH M.D.
(2014-2017)

MANORANJAN DUTTA Ph.D
(1974-1977)

H.V JANARDHAN M.D.
(1990-1991)

BUDDHADEV N. MANVAR M.D.
(2004-2007)

URMILESH ARYA M.D.
(2018-2021)
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The Association of Indians In America (AlA)
Medical Council Awards on Saturday, May 314, 2025

THE ASSOCIATION OF INDIANS IN AMERICA
Medical Council Awards

SATURDAY MAY 3rd, 2025
Cipriani

110 East 42nd Street, New York, NY 10017

—— SO
6:30 P.M. RECEPTION
7:45 P.M. DINNER

RO

$575.00 Per Guest
Black Tie Attire

Gobind Munjal Dolly Manvar, MD
AlA National President Medical Council Chairperson

Atul Kukar, DO, MBA
Aprajita Mattoo, MD
Pallavi Manvar-Singh, MD
Pratichi Goenka, MD
Vice Chairs
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THE ASSOCIATION OF INDIANS IN AMERICA

Gobind Munjal
National President

Vice Presidents

Sushma Kotahwala Santosh Pandey
Uma Swaminathan Yashpal Arya MD
Secretary Treasurer
Gunjan Rastogi Gobind Bathija

Medical Council Chairperson
Dolly Manvar, MD

Medical Council Vice Chairs

Atul Kukar, DO, MBA Apraijita Mattoo, MD
Pallavi Manvar-Singh MD Pratichi Goenka, MD

Banquet Host Committee
Nilima Madan
Gunjan Rastogi
Gobind Bathija
Beena Kothari

Chairman Board of Trustees
Samin Sharma, MD

Board of Trustees

Vijay K. Kuchroo PhD Ashutosh Tewari, MD

Dattatreyudu Nori, MD Vijay Mattoo, MD Ravi Bhoopl

Neeraj Agrawal, MBA Prem Bhandari ?\I\gveen ;sah%%ur
Urmilesh Arya, MD Suresh Gupta, MD Bharat Barai, MD

Jagat Narula, MD

Past National Presidents

Urmilesh Arya MD Nirmal K. Mattoo MD Surendra K. Saxena (Late)
Shashi Shah MD Narinder M. Kukar MD Dattatrey G. Lanjewar (Late)
Ghanshyam Pandey H.V. Janardhan Manoranjan Dutta (Late)
Animesh Goenka Jatinder P. Shah Tapas Sen (Late)
Buddhadev N. Manvar MD Roshan L. Chadda
Piyush Agarwal

Members at Large

Neelam Modi NY Salil Misra IL
Om Dhingra iL Santosh Khera CA
Prem Mehrotra IL Satish Anand MD NY
Rajeev Chaudhary NY Sharmistha Dutta FL
Ram Tirumala NJ Shashi Malik NY
Ramwola Motwani FL Sujata Seth NY
Roopam Jain NJ Uma Eniasivam FL
Usha Bansal NY
Chapter Presidents

Jagdish Gupta MD NY Alefiya Ghariali FL
Lucy Pandey IL Usha Kumar MD
Ram Tirumala NJ Vijay Sharma Wi

Arshi Duffley SNJ Santosh Khera CA
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THE ASSOCIATION OF INDIANS IN AMERICA
AlA Medical Council

Honorees

Deepak L Bhatt MD, MPH, MBA, FACC, FAHA, FESC, MSCAI,

is the Director of the Mount Sinai Fuster Heart Hospital and the Dr. Valentin Fuster
Professor of Cardiovascular Medicine at the lcahn School of Medicine at Mount
Sinai in New York City.

Dr. Bhatt has authored or co-authored over 2000 publications in the field of
Cardiovascular Medicine and is one of the co-editors of Braunwald’s Heart
Disease. He has been the principal investigator in multiple seminal trials that have
helped shape the way cardiovascular disease is treated. He has served as a
Trustee of the ACC and currently serves on the Board of Directors of the AHA NYC
chapter.

https://deepakbhattmd.com/

Latha Chandran, MD, MPH, MBA currently serves as the Executive Dean for
Education and Policy and the Bernard J. Fogel Founding Chair of the Department
of Medical Education at the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine.

In this role, she led the implementation of the innovative NextGenMD curriculum in
2020. she supervises all graduate medical education and continuing medical
education programs, as well as the university’s Biomedical Master’'s and PhD
programs. She also directs the Academy of Medical Education Scholars at the
Miller School of Medicine, focusing on advancing educational scholarship.

https:/ /med.miami.edu/faculty/latha-chandran-md-mph-mba

Dr. Chetan Sathya MD is a board-certified pediatric trauma surgeon, Medical
Director of the Trauma Program at Cohen Children’s Medical Center, and a
NIH-funded firearm injury prevention researcher.

He currently serves at the Vice President of Strategic Initiatives and the Director of
the Center for Gun Violence Prevention at Northwell Health. Dr. Sathya participates
in the Gun Violence Healthcare Advisory Group sponsored by the Executive Office of
the White House and is a public health advisor to the US Surgeon General. He was
also featured in the docuseries Emergency NYC for Netflix in 2023

https:/ /www.imdb.com/titie/tt26940348/). Link to Website
https:/ /[www.northwell.edu/chethan-sathya-md

Dr. Shuvendu Sen is a great physician,writer and a motivational speaker.

e has contributed in Medical Education and he has a Holistic treatment approach
pugh Meditation,Yoga and the Arts.
- &n honored by the United Nations, NY State Senate and American College of
o name few of them.

fiction and Nonfiction have been published in various journals and
s

thored many books and has received many awards for them,mor f'='\
hy Buddha Never Had Alzheimer's. i)

>
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THE ASSOCIATION OF INDIANS IN AMERICA

AlA Medical Council
Honorees

PRECEDING CHARAKA AND SUSHRUTA HONOREES
(MEDICAL COUNCIL AWARD HONOREES)

1993

KULD.CHADDA, M.D
RAJ K. GOYAL, M.D
UMA MYSOREKAR, M.D
JATIN P. SHAH, M.D
V.A SUBERAMANIAN, M.D

1994

KANU CHATTERJEE, M.D
KANTI R. RAI, M.D
CHITRANJAN S. RANAWAT, M.D
NARESH TREHAN, M.D

ABUL K. ABBAS, MD
CHARLES J. PANDOLA, MD
INDER MOHAN VERMA, MD

DHARMAPURI VIDYASAGAR, MD

2002

NAVIN C. NANDA, MD
JAYOUT RADHA KRISHNAN, MD
K. RAJENDER REDDY, MD
PRAVIN C. SINGHAL, MD

2010

SAMIN SHARMA, M.D.
MANI MENON, M.D.
SANJEEV GUPTA, M.D.
POONAM ALAIGH, M.D.
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Pictures from AIA Medical Council Awards Gala held on May 34, 2025 at a
beautiful Venue CIPRIANI, 42nd St., Manhattan, NY
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The Association of Indians in America
Medical Council Awards




AlA National Activities

May 17-23, 2025

AlA AWARDS GALA

TheSouthAsianTimes.info

AIA honors next generation of
physicians, surgeons of Indian descent

New York City: The Association of
Indians in America (AIA) Medical
Council Awards Gala, revived after
a gap of 15 years, was held on
May 3 at the iconic Cipriani 42nd
Street, an [talian Renai
spired masterpiece with marble
columns, soaring ceilings, inlaid
floors. and spectacular chande
liers, which make it a unique and
special event space.

An  ultimate experience In

sance-in

beauty and elegance, AIA could not
have found a better place in New
York for its historic event. Accord-
ing to AIA President Gobind Mun
jal, who has led AlA for more than
three years, the purpose of organ-
i

i this Medical Council Awards
Gala was to recognize and honor
the next generation of Physicians
and Surgeons of Indian descent
whao have excelled in thelr carears,
academics, and profes:
Pointing to the unigue feature
of this gala, Munjal said: “This AIA
Medical Council Awards Cala is
of major historical importance, as
younger members of AlA are fak-
ing leadership roles and organiz-
ing this event, while we, the sen-
ior members, are supporting them.
You will be glad to know that 50
per cent af the people attending
this Gala were from the next gen-
eralion. This will make young pro-
fessionals  interested  in taking
leadership roles, thereby expand
ing its membership and longevity
of the organization”.
He added that the

.

Medical
Council Gala's tremendous success
has excited a lot of next-generation
people. who have expressed inter-
est in getting involved and becom
ing members. Stating that similar
Galas will be held every two years
or 50, Munjal emphasized that the
future plan is to invalve and take
in the next generation of people as
members and prepare them to take
aver and lead the arganization.

“For that purpose, we are start-
ing to revamp our website to suit
their requirements. The AIA is
growing with new members and
mare active participation by the
next generation. Since the times
have changed, so have the needs
of the Indian Community, The
present leadership of AlA is active
Iy pursuing the next generation’s
participation to  address  those
changing needs. We are extremely
excited that the younger members
of AIA are now taking on leader-
ship roles and have worked tire-
lessly 1o make this Medical Coun-
cil Awards Celebrations a sald-out
event,” Munjal said.

He thanked the medical council
chiir, Dr Dolly Manvar, and all four
vice chairs of the next generation
Dr Atul Kukar, Dr Pallavi Manvar
Singh, Dr Aprajita Matroo, and Dr

(Left to right) AlA Medical Council Vice Chair Dr Atul Kukar, Honoree Dr Deepak Bhatt, Medical Council Chair Dr Dolly Manvar, Honoree
Dr Shuvendu Sen, Honoree Dr Chetan Sathya, Honoree Dr Latha Chandran, National President Gobind Munjal, past National President
Dr Buddhadev Manvar, and Medical Council Vice Chairs, Dr Pallavi Manvar Singh, Dr Pratichi Goenka, and Dr Aprajita Mattoo.

Pratichi Goenka, for their commit
ment and hard work in making
this Medical Council Awards Gala
a huge success.

‘With the hanquet room packed
o capacity, the guests, young
and old, dressed in their best,
conversed and interacted, with
D] Kucha's music adding to the
excitement. e regaled the audi-
ence with the choicest musical
compositions while the guests set

ablaze the dance floor with their

ecstatic movements.

Munjal welcomed and thanked
everyone for thelr presence to cele-
brate the occasion, honoring some
of the finest representatives from
the Indian American commnunity.

L7 Tl
Speakers at the Gala included Chair, AIA Board of Trustees, Dr Samin
Sharma (top left), AIA National President Gobind Munjal (top right),

Medical Council Chair Dr Dolly Manvar (bottom right) and Lifetime
Achievement Award Recipient and past National President
Dr Nirmal Mattoo (bottom left).

Chair Board of Trustees, Dr
Samin Sharma, remarked that in
his past 15 years of association
with the AlA, this Gala is the best he
has ever seen. He also said that for
the first time we have seen in any
organization, so many people from
the younger generation attending
the Gala, which is remarkable. le
mentioned that AlA needs 1o pick
a charity through which the dona-
tions can be channeled in order to
reach the needy people in India.
He said he has set aside an amaount
of $100.000 rowards this cause.

Munjal weleomed and thanked
everyone for their presence, hon-
oring some of the finest repre-
sentatives of the Indian-American

They were Dr Deepak 1

community. “They are role mod
els for everyone and an exception
al source of pride and joy for the
Indian American Diaspora world-
wide”, he said.

The AlA Medical Council honor
ees came  from  diverse back
grounds with unique qualities.
Bharr, a
researcher, Dr Latha Chandran,
an educator. Dr Chethan Sathya,
involved with public health and
education, and Dr Shuvendu Sen.
an author who has many books to
his credit

Dr Nirmal Mattoo, Past Nation-
al President of the AIA, was hon-
ored with the Lifetime Achicve
ment Award. He has also been a

i/
(Left to right) President Gobind Munjal, Honoree Dr Deepak Bhatt,
and past National President Dr Buddhadev Manvar.

past Che n Board of Trustees
of AIA and co-editor of the book:
‘Ananya. A Portrait of India’. pub
lished by AIA. He is also the Chair
man of the Indo-American Arrs
Council and the President ol the
Mattoo Center of India Studies at
the State University of New York.

About AlA and its
efforts
Founded in 1967, the AIA is
the oldest non-profit  national
organization. At that time. the
vision and the purpose of AIA
were to help unite, support, and
preserve the rights of the small
number of  Indian  immigrants
who came o America (currently
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TheSouthAsianTimes.info

AlA AWARDS GALA

May 17-23, 2025

(Left to right) President Gobind Munjal, Honoree Dr Chethan Sathya,
and Introducer Dr Jose Prince.

over 4.8 million), and assist them
in their transition into American
culture  while preserving  their
Indian heritage. The motto of AIA
is: INDIAN HERITAGE, AMERICAN
COMMITMENT.

It was through the efforts of AIA
that Indians were enumerated as a
separate and distinet category in
the US Census in 1980. The first-
ever public e t of the “Diwali”
celebration, ol zed by AIA, took
place at the leonic South Street
Seaport in New York City in 1987
and has continued since then.

In October 2003. Diwali, at the
behest of AIA. was started and
celebrated in the White House.
Now, the festival is recognized as
a holiday in New York and many

other states. AlA initiated the Hon-
or Banguet in 1973, followed by
Medical Council Awards in 1974,
Many of their honorees included
Nobel laureates, leading artists,
phy . and academ
A unigue program called Pro
ject India was initiated in 1973,
The Association raised more than
15 million dollars in funds for dis-
bursements  for medical  equip-
ment during the Midwest floods in
1993, the Florida floeds in the USA,
the Latur earthquake in Maharash
tra in 1993, and the 2004 Tsu
nami in India. The Project India
also includes AIDS prevention and
treatment. and has been going on
for more than 50 years

In 1997 on the occasion of

fans.

It was through the efforts of AlA that Indians were
enumerated as a separate and distinct category in
the US Census in 1980. The first-ever public event
of the “Diwali” celebration, organized by AIA, took
place at the lconic South Street Seaport in New York
City in 1987 and has continued since then.

(Left to right) Chair Board of Trustees, Dr Samin Sharma, Lifetime Achievement Award recipient
Dr Nirmal Mattoo, Tina Mattoo, and President Gobind Munjal.

the 50th Anniversary of India's
Independence, the AIA published
an academic and culturally rich
haok, in association with India Study
Center of Stony Hrook University,
fitled “Ananva: A Portrait of India®,
which received critical and popu-
lar acclaim. In 2018, the organiza-
tion celebrated its 50th anniversary
in New York at a Gala Dinner in the
Garden City Hotel.

During the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Associa v contributed T
dreds of Oxygenators to difTe
hospitals in India across the country
and renovated and built two schools
in Kerala and Rajasthan, India. On
May 6, 2023, AlA celebrated the 75th
annivers of India’s Independence
in Flushing Meadows, New York.
attended by dignitaries like Senate
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and
NYC Mayor Eric Adams.

Coing further, the Association
plans many more projects, and with
the arrival on the scene of the young
next generation, it hopes to not only
maximize the number of projects but
also increaze funding, quality, and
diversity,

Dr Shuvendu Sen (right) receiving the award from President
Gobind Munjal.

The banquet room was packed to capacity with guests, young and old, dressed in their best.
(All photos courtesy: Association of Indians in America)
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They addressed the gathering. From Left to Right: Chair Board of Trustees Dr Samin Sharma, National
President Gobind Munjal, Lifetime Achi dee and Past National President Dr Nirmal

Mattoo, and Gala Chair Dr Dolly Manvar

MAY 3, 2025

NEW YORK CITY: The Association of Indians in America (AIA) Medical Council
Awards Gala, revived after a gap of 15 years, was held on May 3rd at the iconic
Cipriani 42nd Street, an Italian Renaissance-inspired masterpiece with marble
columns, soaring ceilings, inlaid floors, and spectacular chandeliers which make it a
unique and special event space. An ultimate experience in beauty and elegance, AIA
could not have found a better place in New York for its historic event.

The purpose of organizing this Medical Council Awards Gala. According to AIA
National President Gobind Munjal who has led AIA for the last more than 3 years, is
to recognize and honor the second generation of Physicians and Surgeons of Indian
descent, who have excelled in their career, academics and profession, as the first
generation has already made a mark and earned their recognition”.

\ 5 )
National President Gobind Munjal presenting the Award to Honorees along with the Introducer.
From Left to Right: Dr Deepak Bhatt, Dr Shuvendu Sen, Dr Chethan Sathya, Dr Latha Chandran

Mr. Munjal, pointing to the unique feature of this gala, said:

"This AIA Medical Council Awards Gala is of major historical importance, as
younger members of AIA are taking leadership roles and organizing this event,
while we, the senior members, are supporting them. You will be glad to know that
50% of the people attending this Gala were from the younger generation. This will
make young professionals interested in taking leadership roles, thereby expanding
its membership and longevity of the organization”.

Physicians and Surgeons of Indian descent

Mr. Munjal continued:

"This Medical Council Gala's tremendous success has excited a lot of next

generation people and they have expressed interest in getting involved and becoming
members. We will be having these Galas every 2 years or so. Our major future plan is
to make these next generation people as members and get them involved and slowly
prepare them to take over and start leading the organization. For that purpose, we
are starting to revamp our website to suit their requirements.

Honorees with National President and Medical Council Chair and 4 Vice Chairs.

From Left to Right: Gala Vice Chair Dr Atul Kukar, Honoree Dr Deepak Bhatt, Gala Chair Dr Dolly
Manvar, Hi Dr Sk Sen, | Dr Chethan Sathya, Honoree Dr Latha Chandran,
President Gobind Munjal, Past National President Dr Buddhadev Manvar, and Gala Vice Chairs; Dr
Pallavi Manvar-Singh, Dr Pratichi Goenka, Dr Aprajita Mattoo

ATA (The Association of Indians in America) is growing with new members and
more active participation by the next generation. Since the times have changed, so
are the needs of the Indian Community. The present leadership of AIA is actively
pursuing the next generation's participation in order to address those changing
needs. We are extremely excited that the younger members of AIA are now taking the
leadership roles and have worked tirelessly to make this Medical Council Awards
Celebrations a sold-out event.

Lifetime Act Award presented to Past National President Dr Nirmal Mattoo.
From Left to Right: Gala Chair Dr Dolly Manvar, Chair Board of Trustees Dr Samin Sharma, Lifetime
Achievement Awardee Dr Nirmal Mattoo, Mrs Tina Mattoo, National President Gobind Munjal

"I would like to thank the medical council chair Dr Dolly Manvar and all the 4 vice
chairs of next generation; Dr Atul Kukar, Dr Pallavi Manvar Singh, Dr Aprajita
Mattoo and Dr Pratichi Goenka for their commitment and hard work in making this
Medical Council Awards Gala a huge success.”

With the banquet room full to capacity, the guests, young and old, dressed in their
best, conversed and interacted, with the D.J Kucha music magic filling the air. There
was excitement, and an enjoyable feeling of comfort, too.

Chair Board of Trustees Dr Samin Sharma in his remarks, said that in his past 15
vears of association with AIA, this Gala is the best he has ever seen. He also
remarked that for the first time we have seen in any organization so many people
from the younger generation attending the Gala, which is remarkable. He mentioned
that AIA needs to pick a charity, through which the donations can be channeled in
order to reach to the needy people in India. He said he has set aside an amount of
$100,000 towards this cause.

Then came the time to celebrate honorees and a word from M. Gobind Munjal, the
President of the AIA.

Mr. Munjal welcomed and thanked everyone for their presence to celebrate the
occasion, honoring some of the finest representatives of Indo-American community.
"They are role models for everyone and an exceptional source of pride and joy for the
Indian American Diaspora worldwide", said Mr. Munjal.

AIA Medical Council Honorees included Dr. Deepak Bhatt,

Dr. Latha

CONTD ON PAGE 7
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H with National President Gobind Munjal and Gala Chair Dr Dolly Manvar
L to R: Gala Chair Dr Dolly Manvar, Honorees; Dr. Deepak Bhatt, Dr. Shuvendu Sen, Dr. Chethan
Sathya, Dr. Latha Chandran, and President Gobind Munjal
Chandran, Dr. Chethan Sathya, and Dr: Shuvendu Sen. Each Honoree had their
own unique quality and from diverse background, Dr Deepak Bhatt is a researcher,
Dr Latha Chandran is an Educator, Dr Chethan Sathya is into Public Health and Gun IT WAS THROUGH THE EFFORTS OF AIA THAT

(7

® Indians were enumerated as a separate and distinct category in the US Census in
1980.

@® The First ever Public event of "Diwali” Celebration organized by AIA took place

at the Iconic South Street Seaport in New York City in 1987, and has continued

since then.

In October 2003, Diwali at the behest of AIA was started and celebrated in the

white House.

Now Diwali is recognized as a holiday in New York and many other States.

AlA initiated Honor Banquet in 1973 followed by Medical Council Awards in 1974.

Many of our honorees included Nobel Laureates, Leading artists; Physicians and

academicians.

® A unique program called Project India was initiated in 1973. The Association
raised more than 15 million dollars fund for disbursements for medical
equipment, Midwest floods in 1993 and Florida floods in USA, Latur Earthquake

. : Maharashtra 1993 & Tsunami 2004 in India.
1 ® AIDS prevention and treatment; Project India is an ongoing activity for more than
National President Gobind Munjal with Past National Presid Advi 50 years.

From L to R: National President Gobind Munjal, Past National Presidents; Dr. Nirmal Mattoo, Dr.

Narinder M. Kukar, and Dr. Buddhadev Manvar

Violence Prevention and Dr Shuvendu Sen is an Author and has written books of
acclaim.

Dr. Nirmal Mattoo, Past National President of the AIA was honored with
Lifetime Achievement Award. Dr Mattoo has also been a past Chairman Board of
Trustees of AlA and Co Editor of the book Ananya, A Portrait of India published by
AlA. Dr. Mattoo is the Chairman of the Indo American Arts Council. He is also the
President of the Mattoo Center of India Studies at State University of New York. It is
our honor to present the lifetime achievement award to rmal Mattoo.

DJ Kucha regaled the audience with the choicest musical compositions while the
guests set ablaze the dance floor with their ecstatic movements.

ABOUT AIA

Association of Indians in America (AIA) is the oldest non-profit national
organization founded in 1967. At that time, the vision and the purpose of AIA was to
help unite, support and preserve rights of the small number of Indian immigrants
that came to America (currently over 4.8 million), and assisting them in their
transition into American culture while preserving their Indian heritage.

Our motto is: INDIAN HERITAGE, AMERICAN COMMITMENT

Dance Floor is set aflame with the ecstatic moves of the dancers and the exciting DJ Kucha music.

@ In the Year 1997, on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of India's Independence,
Association of Indians in America (ALA) published an academie, culturally rich,
and scholarly written book, in association with India Study Center of stony Brook
University titled "Ananya: A Portrait of India” which has received critical and
popular acclaim.

In 2018, AIA celebrated its 50th Anniversary in New York at a Gala Dinner in
Garden city Hotel

During Covid 2020-2022, Association contributed hundreds of Oxygenators to
different hospitals in India across the country and renovated and built 2 schools
in Kerala and Rajasthan, India.

® On May 6th 2023, AIA celebrated 75th anniversary of India’s Independence at an
Honor Banquet at Terrace on the Park in Flushing Meadow, New York attended by
dignitaries like Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and NYC Mayor Eric

a Adams

; | _‘..'j‘ ® The above are a few of the initiatives and achievements of the AIA. The

Medical Council Committee: 5 Association is planning many more projects, and with the arrival on the scene of

From L to R: Gala Vice Chair Pratichi Goenka, VC Dr Atul Kukar, National President Gobind Munjal, VC our next generation, it is hoped to not only maximize the number of projects but

Dr. Pallavi Manvar-Singh, Gala Chair Dr Dolly Manvar, and VC Dr. Aparajita Mattoo. also increase their funding, quality and diversity.
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AIA celebrates next-gen physicians in Medical Council Awards Gala

Founded in 1967, the Association of Indians in America is the oldest

national nonprofit organization of Indian Americans.

Picture of Honorees along with President Gobind Munjal and Chair Dr
Dolly Manvar and 4 Vice Chairs of the Medical Council. From Left to
Right: Gala Vice Chair Dr Atul Kukar, Honoree Dr Deepak Bhatt, Gala
Chair Dr Dolly Manwvar, Honoree Dr Shuvendu Sen, Honoree Dr Chethan
Sathya, Honoree Dr Latha Chandran, President Gobind Munjal, Past
National President Dr Buddhadev Manvar, and Gala Vice Chairs; Dr
Pallavi Manvar-Singh, Dr Pratichi Goenka, Dr Aprajita Mattoo. / ATA

After a 15-year hiatus, the Association of Indians in America (AILA) hosted
its Medical Council Awards Gala on May 3. The event aimed to recognize
second-generation Indian American physicians and surgeons for their

professional and academic achievements.

Held at the landmark Italian Renaissance-inspired venue in New York
City, the gala was attended by a mix of established professionals and
younger attendees. with half the audience comprising the next generation

of Indian American medical professionals.

il

Honorees with President and Gala Chair and President with Former

national Presidents and Advisors. / ATA

Founded in 1967, the Association of Indians in America is the oldest
national nonprofit organization of Indian Americans. Its mission has
evolved from supporting early Indian immigrants in their transition to
American life to now engaging a growing and diverse second-generation

community.

AIA national president Gobind Munjal said the revival of the awards was
a deliberate move to honor emerging leaders in the field and to bring
wyounger members into the organization’s fold. “The purpose of organizing
this Medical Council Awards Gala,” he said. ““is to recognize and honor
the second generation of Physicians and Surgeons of Indian descent, who
have excelled in their career, academics and profession, as the first

generation has already made a mark and earned their recognition.”
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Speakers at the Medical Council Awards Gala of May 3 at Cipriani. / ALIA

Award Presentation to Honorees. / ALA

Calling it a historic moment, Munjal emphasized the involvement of
younger members in planning and organizing the event. "This AIA
Medical Council Awards Gala is of major historical importance, as
younger members of AIA are taking leadership roles and organizing this
event, while we, the senior members, are supporting them," he said. "You
will be glad to know that 50% of the people attending this Gala were from
the younger generation."

Munjal also announced that the event would now be held biennially. "This
Medical Council Gala's tremendous success has excited a lot of next
generation people and they have expressed interest in getting involved and
becoming members. We will be having these Galas every 2 years or so,"
he said, adding that the organization is working to revamp its website to
better engage younger audiences.

Medical Council Committee. / AIA

The event's organizing committee included Dr. Dolly Manvar as chair of
the medical council, and four vice chairs representing the next generation:
Dr. Atul Kukar, Dr. Pallavi Manvar Singh, Dr. Aprajita Mattoo, and Dr.
Pratichi Goenka. Munjal thanked them for their "commitment and hard
work in making this Medical Council Awards Gala a huge success."
Chair of the AIA board of trustees Dr. Samin Sharma called the gathering
the most successful event he had seen in his 15 years with AIA. "For the
first time we have seen in any organization so many people from the
younger generation attending the Gala, which is remarkable," he said. Dr.
Sharma also suggested that AIA establish a charitable initiative to benefit
people in India, pledging $100,000 toward such a cause.
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Pictures from AIA National Float in FIA (India Independence Day)
Parade on August 17th, 2025 on Madison Avenue in Manhattan, NY
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——— Connecting with India and Indians around the world ———

AIA Float marches ahead with Pride during FIA India Day Parade at Madison Ave in Manhattan

The Association of Indians in America (AIA) founded in 1967 had a float in the
Federation of Indians Associations (FIA) parade held on Madison Avenue in
Manhattan, New York on Sunday, 17th of August 2025.

AIA is the oldest grassroot non-profit national organization of Asian Indians with
chapters spread across the United States of America. Although AIA organization has
been there for many years and has a lot of achievements to its credit besides an
established identity for celebrating the Deepavali Festival at the iconic South Street
Seaport year after year continuously for the last 37 years, it was the first time we
displayed the AIA strength on Madison Ave, New York City by taking a beautifully
decorated float with its members with tricolor sashes and badges waving the tricolor
Indian flag.

We are very thankful and fortunate to have the presence of New York Senator John Liu, as
well as the Consul General of India in New York, Hon Binaya S Pradhan along with the
Deputy Consul General Hon Vishal Harsh and Consul for cultural affairs Tsewang Gyaltson
to Grace our Float as well as be kind enough to encourage AIA members with beautiful
pictures. The float was decorated with AIA national executive committee banners mentioning
names of all our chapters in the USA as well as AIA’s resolve to: “Indian heritage and
American commitment”.

The individual names of 17 chapters in United States of America, namely; New York, New
Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, Minnesota, Texas, California were
all lined up by the railing of the Float so that all standing and watching the parade, personally
or on live worldwide TV, can see the large presence of our organization in the entire United
States of America. Enthusiastic patriotic songs were sung and played on the float for well
over two hours which showcases the passion of AIA towards our mother country India.

As the parade was moving along Madison Avenue, the announcements were being made of
AIA‘s New York chapter Deepavali Festival being organized on October 11, 2025 for the first
time at Overlook Beach in Babylon, Long Island instead of the South Street Seaport in
Manhattan. Flyers for the same were also distributed to the crowd. National President Gobind
Munjal said that this was being done to attract many people from the tri-state area to see this
grand spectacle of Deepavali Festival with Spectacular Fireworks as a grand finale. Free food,
many booths, cultural activities, arts and crafts, Naach Inferno, kids and adult activities filled
with the amazing stage performances and a mega fun filled day. Raffle prizes, a Surprise
Celebrity presence on the stage and Spectacular Fireworks will be major attractions. Overlook
Beach in the town of Babylon is a very popular destination in the summer on Long Island and
for the 38th Deepavali festival of AIA will be a spectacle not to miss!
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Home -+ IndiaindependenceDay —  AlA participates in FIA Parade with own float

INDIA INDEPENDENCE DAY

AIA participates in FIA Parade with
own float

The organization also announced its upcoming Deepavali festival celebrations.

Home India Trump?20 News Biz Immigration Tech Movies+ Opinion Sports Pecple Community

"The individual names of 17 chapters in United States of America, namely; New York, New Jersey,

Connecticut, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Indiana,
IMinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, Minnesota, Texas, California were all lined up by the railing of the Float so
that all standing and watching the parade, personally or on live worldwide TV, can see the large presence

of our organization in the entire United States of America," AIA explained in a statement.

Several dignitaries visited the float, including New York State Senator John Liu, Consul General of India
in Mew York Binaya S. Pradhan, Deputy Consul General Vishal Harsh, and Consul for Cultural Affairs

Tsewang Gyaltson.

]

Dignitaries at the event / Photoe Courtesy- ALA

AlA at the FIA parade at Madison Avenue / Phata Courtesy- AIA

Parade officials estimated that more than 100,000 people gathered along Madison Avenue for the event.
New York City Mayor Eric Adams, along with invited guests, officially flagged off the parade.

m E m @ During the march, AlA members distributed flyers for the group's upceming Deepavali Festival, scheduled

for Oct. 11, 2025. For the first time, the event will be held at Overlook Beach in Babylon, Long Island,

The Association of Indians in America (AIA) took part in the Federation of Indian Associations (FIA) instead of its long-standing location at the South Street Seaport in Manhattan.

parade on Madison Avenue in Manhattan on Aug. 17, marking the first time the organization joined the Organizers said the festival will feature cultural programs, food stalls, children's activities, stage
annual event with its own float. performances, raffles, and fireworks as part of the day’s events.

The AIA float carried banners representing each of its chapters, along with the group's motto, “Indian Founded in 1967, AlLA is the oldest grassroots national organization of Asian Indians in the United States,

Heritage and American Commitment” Members wearing tricolor sashes and badges waved Indian flags With 17 chapters actoss the country. The organization is recognized for hosting the annual Deepavali

i e Festival in New York City for nearly four decades.
while patriotic songs played.
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AAPI marks India’s I-Day with Leadership Summit, Akshardham Visit, and India Day Parade

Fang, AAPI Ke Sang.”

bl |

The 79th Independence Day of India was

“American Association of Physicians of Indian origin (AAPI) had
a powerful weekend of celebration, service, and community, as we
honored India’s 79th Independence Day in the heart of New York
City,” sald Dr. Amit Chakrabarty, President of AAPL. *“We ware for-
tunate to be part of and led the ‘T Love My India Float Parade’ -
Celebrating Our Heritage from Raipath to Times Square Azadi Ke

Dr. Amit Chakrabarty, President of AAPI along with several
Executive Committee Members, Dr. Hetal Gor, Chair of AAPI BOT;

@ 204+

New York State's most iconic
landmarks were illuminated in the
vibrant saffron, white, and green
colors of the Indian flag on Friday,
August 15, 2025, to commemao-
rate India's 79th Independence
Day. The breathtaking tribute
spanned the entire state, with
landmarks including Niagara
Falls, One World Trade Center, the
Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge,
Grand Central Terminal's Pershing
Square Viaduct, and Albany
International Airport Gateway
joining in this unprecedented
celebration of Indo-American
friendship. (Photo courtesy: India
in New York/Facebook)

and cultural programs. The event, organized bythe Indian Cultural Association of North Americain col-
laboration with the Mayor of White Plains, saw the participation of Congrassman George Latimer, NY
Assemblywoman Mary Jane Shimsky, members of the Westchester County legislature as well as a wide
spectrum of the Indian diaspora. Consul Tse wang Gyaltson joined the celebration, which stood as a
vibrant tribute to India's independence, cultural richness, and the enduring bonds between India and the

Indian diaspora in the United States (Photo courtesy: India ir

ndi P -
e Doy Celebrafion
Ceremony
Flag Hosting

1 New York/Facebook)

Consul Pragya Singh attended
the Flag Hoisting Ceremony and
79th Independence Day celebra-
tions organized by the Indo
American Culture Society in
Iselin, New Jersey. The event
witnessed enthusiastic partici-
pation from the community and
was graced by the esteemed
presence of Senator Owen
Henry, Mayor John E. McCormac,
Councilman Ajay Patil, and
several other distinguished
dignitaries. (Photo courtesy:
India in New York/Facebook)

e
e

Regional Directors, members of BOT [rom different parts of the
country joined the over a hundred thousand fellow Indian
Americans to be part of the largest India Day Parade, organized
by the Faderation of Indian Associations (F14).

Earlier, on Saturday, August 16th. AAPI oerganized a Press
Conference and Leadership Retreat at the Indian Consulate = an
exclusive dialogue with AAP] leaders and Corporate Leaders, elo
guently moderated by Dr. Hetal Gor, AAPI BOT Chair.

(Photos courtesy: AAPI and India in New York/Facebock)

., & - ot
Indiain New York partnered with the 44th Annual Battery Dance
Festival, New York City's longest-running public dance festival,

which marked India Day on Aug 15 in celebration of India's

Independence Day. (Photo courtesy: India in New York/Facebook)
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The Association of Indians in America (AlA) founded in 1967, had a
float in the Federation of Indian Associations (FIA) parade held on
Madison Avenue in Manhattan, New York.

New York Senator John Liu, Consul General of India in New York,
Binaya S Pradhan, along with the Deputy Consul General Vishal Harsh
and Consul for Cultural Affairs Tsewang Gyaltson, graced the Float as

well as encouraged AlAmembers with beautiful pictures. The float
was decorated with AlA national exacutive committee banners men-
tioning names of all its chaptersin the USA as well as AlA's resolve to:
“Indian heritage and American commitment”. (Fhotos courtesy: AlA}
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AIA Project India Fundraising function on July 27th, 2025

THE ASSOCIATION OF INDIANS IN AMERICA, INC. f\@ﬂ

NEW YORK CHAPTER - PROJECT INDIA (TAX ID: 23-7192936)
GLOBAL VIKAS TRUST
PRESENTS

SO0NGS FOR THE SOIL

BY FALU

GRAMMY® Award Winner
IN SUPPORT OF NGO GLOBAL VIKAS TRUST, INDIA

Transforming Lives of Farmers

“Songs of the Soil” is a vibrant musical journey blending beloved Bollywood tunes, traditional harvest
songs, and regional folk music. This soulful evening celebrates India’s cultural roots and honors the spirit
of its farmers through melody and rhythm.

RY)
{  05:00 - 06:30 PM (COCKTAIL RECEPTION)

SUNDAY i
i 06:30 PM (DOORS OPEN ) i
ULV 27, 2025 i 07:00 - 09:00 PM ( PROGRAM FOLLOWED BY DINNER ) I‘_;’

GOLDSMITH ATRIUM
_ Tilles Center of Performing rts at L_I__U 720 Northern Blvd, Brookville, NY-11548 AMPLE FREE PARKING

P

Let’s Grow Prosperity Together.

LIMITED AVAILABILITY | FOR TICKETS & MORE INFO

516 317 0146 516 817 4601 917 903 9478 sneharts.com

Smiti Khanna Sunny Thakkar Asmita Bhatia . .
skhannab0@hotmail.com Sneharts@outlook.com Asmi.abhatia@gmail.com ala-ny.org

MEDIA SPONSORS PROMOTIONAL PARTNER

: : P DAGH y
The South Asian Times  The Fudian Eyge -z oy B ewvoran O ; —4ff

NEWSPAPER

-
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The Indian EYE

——— Connecting with India and Indians around the world ———

Music with Purpose: Falu performs at Project India event by AIA to support Rural Farmers in India

The Project India Initiative by the Association of Indians in America (AIA) NY
Chapter, hosted a spectacular musical evening headlined by Grammy Award-winning
artist Falu and her band — all in support of a vital cause.

The evening began with heartfelt opening remarks by Asmita Bhatia, who shared the
inspiring work of Project India and their growing collaboration with Global Vikas
Trust (GVT), an NGO based in India. A moving video followed, featuring testimonials
from farmers whose lives have been uplifted by the GVT initiative — planting fruit
trees to ensure sustainable income for farming families. These firsthand stories offered
a compelling glimpse into how community-driven efforts can combat poverty and

restore dignity.

Project India, the philanthropic arm of AIA, has long stepped up to support communities in
times of crisis. Over the last 15 years, its partnership with GAP, an Ahmedabad-based NGO,
has brought life-changing healthcare to 80 tribal villages along the Gujarat—Rajasthan border.
In 2024, Project India was deeply inspired by the vision of Global Vikas Trust (GVT) and its
founder, Mayank Gandhi. Guided by this vision, Project India’s support helped plant 134,000
fruit trees, transforming the livelihoods of 166 farmers and their families — reducing suicide
rates, restoring hope, and laying a path for long-term sustainability. Dr. Manjula Bansal
introduced Falu and her talented ensemble, who took the stage and captivated the audience
with a transcendent performance that spanned genres, languages, and generations. A special
guest appearance by rapper Marty brought an unexpected and delightful energy, culminating
in an unforgettable, joy-filled celebration that had everyone dancing

After the performance, Divya Shah and Smita Khanna extended their gratitude to donors,
patrons, supporters, and the media partners who helped amplify the message and mission
behind the event. Among those media partners were ITV Gold, Desi Talk, Radio Zindagi, The
India Eye, South Asia Times, and India Panorama — all of whom generously provided
promotional support.

Sunny Thakkar of Sneh Arts, who managed and marketed the event, shared his appreciation:

“Seeing so many smiling faces and so much support for such a worthy cause was the biggest
reward. We’re proud to be part of this journey.”

Join us in sustaining this momentum. Together, we can empower farmers, restore the
environment, and create lasting change. We encourage you to visit the Global Vikas Trust
(GVT) website to witness the incredible transformation underway across rural India — and
invite you to be a part of it. Through Project India’s continued support of GVT, we can
deepen our collective impact and create meaningful, lasting opportunities for thousands of
families. For more information visit globalvikastrust.org.
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AIA Desi Next Raas Garba on October 31, 2025
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DESINEXT & AIA PRESENT... .

G

HIGHT

o
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2025
1:30 PM p 10:30 PM

ASA MAI TEMPLE BALLROOM
80 E. BARCLAY ST. HICKSVILLE, NY 11801

JFLIVE MUSIC - @DINNER INCLUDED
- DANDIYA FOR SALE

Space is Limited! <”Buy your tickets!

$25 Adult
$15 Child (under 12) Yoti
5 and under FREE

www.glvebutter.com/garba2025

@ www.desinext.org or more information:

%% DesiNextNY@gmail.com Pratichi Goenka (B31) 745-5659 i
Anupam Goenka (516) 661-3065
Harish Thakkar (917) 301-9333
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Pictures from AIA Desi Next Raas Garba
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Pictures from Diwali Celebration at the Minnesota State Capitol on
October 30th, 2025
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Oath Taking Ceremony of President of AIA-NY Chapter Beena Kothari and

the Executive Committee held on March 20th, 2025

. P

HON. BRUCE A. BLAKEMAN | DR BOBBY K KALOTEE

County Executive Chairmran
Hurman Rights Corrmission

J

Cordially invite you to the Oath and Inauguration Ceremony
AlA-New York, 2025-2026 President, Beena Kothari
& 2025-2026 Executive Committee

b Thursday , March 20th 2025

6.00PM TO 9.00 PM
7.00 PM PROGRAM BEGINS
8.00 PM DINNER TO FOLLOW
VENUE

THEODORE ROOSEVELT EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE BUILDING
1550 FRANKLIN AVE, MINEOLA, NY 11501

RSVP by email at - theaianypresident@gmail.com
whatsapp or text only to - Dr. Bal K Gilja (516) 698-9272
Anju Sharma (516) 582-5888, Anita Thakkar (347) 804-7119

PRESIDENT: BEENA KOTHARI
Viee President: Anita Thakkar, DeTarun Wasil MD, Harsh Vyas and Nilima Madan
Secrelary: Dr. Sharvad Kothavi, MD
Treasurer: Dr. Bal K Gilja, MD

Memboers at Large: Anju Sharma, Bhavana Sharma, Decpika Moedi, Dr. Narendra Lodha MDD,
Dir. Fumitla Sengupla, e Usha Bansal, MI). Gobind Bathija, Joy Singh, Jyoli Gupta,
Kiran Reddy Parvathala, Narinder Kapoor, Navneet Agarwal. Nutan Roongta, Preeti Bhansali,
Roopam Maini, Sanju Sharma, Surin Manaktala, Swati Vaishnay and Satnam Singh Parhar

—_—

Visit our wehsile:

AlA is a 0N tax-exempt ¥
ala-ny.org

Cirgnnization.
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Pictures from Oath Taking Ceremony of President of AIA-NY chapter
Beena Kothari and the Executive Committee
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Fundraising Gala at Pearl Banquet in Long Island held on June 1%, 2025

The Association of Indians in America

New York Ghapier
e g
38™
@6@9 avali
95 Effﬂ%{{«ﬁ gﬁ-gﬁ;

June 1, 2025
Sunday 5.00pm onwards

Pearl Banquet
276 W Old Country Rd, Hicksville, NY 11801

Dr. Samin K. Sharma Kanak Golia Haridas Kothawala
Chairman Board Of Trustees Gala Chair Finance Chair

Beena Kothari
e FPresident

_<- : . :} Pay via Zelle (516) 628-9272 or Visit at https:,/faia-ny.org
e |
R

RSVP:
Beena Kothari : 831-988-1280
theaianypresident@gmail.com
SAVE THE DATE TS JONNH & SUPPORT

ALA'E ICOMKE 38TH DEEPANVALI
CELEBRATION
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AIA-NY hosted its first-ever Holi celebration in collaboration with
Queensborough Community College (CUNY) on March 26th, 2025

The event was a vibrant celebration of spring, featuring music, food, and colors, and was open to
everyone. The Association of Indians in America (AIA-NY) partnered with QCC to bring this cultural
milestone to life, highlighting the importance of Holi in Indian culture, which marks the victory of
good over evil and the arrival of spring.

The event included speeches, traditional dances, and the iconic throwing of colored powders, or
"gulal," symbolizing love, renewal, and new beginnings. This collaboration not only showcased
QCC's commitment to cultural diversity but also strengthened ties between AIA-NY and the
college community. This vibrant event was open to everyone! everyone enjoyed music, food, and
colors, making it the perfect spring celebration. The best part was The colors used are stain-
resistant, so everyone can play and have fun without worrying about stains. Light refreshments
was sponsored by AIA and QCC Student Government and Student Clubs.
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AIA-NY strengthens educational ties with QCC through scholarships
and cultural exchange

Leadership of AIA-NY and Queensborough Community College with 9
recipients of AIA-NY scholarships for $1,000 each. One recipient was not
present at the time. (Photo courtesy: ATA-NY)

10 Queensborough Community College studenis honored with

scholarships at Deepavali celebration last month

Queens, NY: The Association of Indians in America, New York chapter
(AIA-NY), has reaffirmed its commitment to education and cultural
collaboration through an ongoing partnership with the City University of
New York’s Queensborough Community College (QCC).

The collaboration, initiated under the leadership of Dr. Jagdish K. Gupta,
then President of AIA-NY, began in January 2025 with the establishment
of the “Student Success Scholarship Fund.” The fund launched with an
initial $10,000 donation, providing 10 scholarships of $1,000 each to
students from low-income families enrolled in certificate or associate

degree programs at QCC.

1 9iNssoRouaw |

At AL4-NY's 810,000 check presentation to QCC. (Standing from left) Jasbir (Jay) Singh -

Chief Editor and CEO of Hum Hindustani, Dr. Nidhi Gadura - Chairperson af Chairs of
QOCC and Professor, Biological Sciences & Geology, Gobind Munjal - President AIL4-
NEC, Dr. Christine Mangino - President of Queensborough Community College, Dr.
Jagdish K. Gupta - Immediate Past President AI4-NY, Smiti Khanna - Advisor AL4-NY,
Beena Kothari - President AI4-N¥, Bhavna Sharma — Director, Hum Hindustani, Saji
Sheerazi - Divector of Development, Division of Strategic Initiatives and Advancement
QCC. (Sitting) Stephen Di Dio, Vice President & Chief Strategy Officer, Division of
Strategic Initiatives and Advancement, Havsh Vas - Vice President, AIA-NY. (Photo

courtesy: AL4-NY)

QCC, recognized among the top-ranked community colleges in the CUNY
system, serves students from 111 countries who speak over 60 languages,
reflecting the vibrant diversity of Queens. This made it a natural partner
for ATA-NY, whose mission centers on fostering education, community

service, and intercultural exchange.

Since the partnership’s inception, AIA-NY and QCC have celebrated a
series of cultural milestones together, including the Holi Festival of Colors
in March 2025 and the Deepavali — Festival of Lights celebration held last
month in the Student Union Building. The Deepavali event brought
together students, faculty, families, and community leaders in a joyful

display of music, dance, arts, and traditional hospitality.

Jagdish K Gupta, Immediate Past President, AL4-NY presenting recipients of 2025

scholavships, along with Harsh Vas - Vice President, ALi-N¥, Dr. Christine Mangino -
President, Queensborough Community College, Mr. Gobind Munjai - President, AL4-
NEC, Mrs. Smiti Khanna, - Founder ALA-NY Deepavali, and Mys. Beena Kothari -

President AIA-NY. (Photo courtesy: AL4-NY)

During the Deepavali celebration, 10 scholarship recipients were
recognized and congratulated by AIA-NY Immediate Past President Dr.
Jagdish K. Gupta, QCC President Dr. Christine Mangino, Professor Dr.
Nidhi Gadura, and ATA-NY leaders including current President Mrs.
Beena Kothari, National President Mr. Gobind Munjal, and as well as Mrs.
Smiti Khanna and Mr. Harsh Vyas.

“Education is the foundation of empowerment, and cultural collaboration
brings communities together,” said Dr. Gupta. “Through this partnership

with Queensborough Community College, we hope to inspire students to
pursue excellence while celebrating the diversity that defines New York.”

The scholarships, administered by the Scholarships and Awards
Committee of the Academic Senate at QCC, have been credited directly to
recipients” accounts, helping them pursue their academic and professional

goals.
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AIA-NY Strengthens Educational Ties with Queensborough
Community College through Scholarships and Cultural Exchange

10 QCC students honored W|th scholarships at Deepavall celebratlon Iast month

(By Our Staff Reporter)
Queens, NY: The Association
of Indians in America, New
York chapter (AlA-NY), has
reaffirmed its commitment to
education and cultural
collaboration through an
ongaoing partnership with the
City University of New York's
Queensborough Community
College (QCC).

The collaboration, initiated
under the leadership of Dr.
Jagdish K. Gupta, then
President of AlA-NY, began in
January 2025 with the
establishment of the “Student
Success Scholarship Fund.”
The fund launched with an
initial $10,000 donation,
providing 10 scholarships of
$1,000 each to students from
low-income families enrolled in
certificate or associate degree
programs at QCC.

QCC, recognized among the
top-ranked community
colleges in the CUNY system,
serves students from 111
countries who speak over 60
languages, reflecting the
vibrant diversity of Queens.
This made it a natural partner
for AIA-NY, whose mission
centers on fostering education,
community service, and
intercultural exchange.

Since the partnership’'s
inception, AIA-NY and QCC
have celebrated a series of
cultural milestones together,
including the Holi Festival of
Colorsin March 2025 and the
Deepavali — Festival of Lights
celebration held last menth in
the Student Union Building.
The Deepavali event brought
together students, faculty,
families, and community
leaders in a joyful display of

music, dance, arts, and
traditional hospitality.

During the Deepavali
celebration, 10 scholarship
recipients were recognized and
congratulated by AlIA-NY
Immediate Past President Dr.
Jagdish K. Gupta, QCC
President Dr. Christine
Mangino, Professor Dr. Nidhi
Gadura, and AlIA-NY leaders
including current President
Mrs. Beena Kothari, National
President Mr. Gobind Munjal,
and as well as Mrs. Smiti
Khanna and Mr. Harsh Vyas.
“Education is the foundation of
empowerment, and cultural
collaboration brings
communities together,” said
Dr. Gupta. “Through this
partnership with
Queensborough Community
College, we hope to inspire
students to pursue excellence
while celebrating the diversity
that defines New York.”

The scholarships, administered
by the Scholarships and Awards
Committee of the Academic
Senate at QCC, have been
credited directly to recipients’
accounts, helping them pursue
their academic and professional
goals.
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Diwali Celebration at Westbury Middle School for the 1t time on
October 21st, 2025

Westbury Middle School Celebrates

~ DIWALI

?-‘rff T:rrﬁfrfﬁ?fﬂf = celebadion nf(f?ﬂ"' eiédiine
.-..r!.__-c,ﬁ"" ia-}'r.ﬁ

Join QUs!
Celebrate the spirit of Diwali, the Festival of “Lights,

with our students, families, and community.
“Experience a colorful display of arts and crafts created
by our students that showcase the beauty of the
Diwali Holiday.

57 Date: Thursday, October 21, 2025

D Time: 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

. k‘a\' Location: ‘Westbury Miodle School - "Lubby
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Pictures from Diwali Celebration at Westbury Middle School

West Middle School in Westbury , NY, proudly celebrated Diwali, the Festival of Lights! The event
united students, families, and staff in a vibrant celebration of culture, creativity, and community.

The school was beautifully decorated with colorful rangoli designs, sparkling diyas, and art displays,
welcoming guests with rose petals created by our talented students. The henna station, arts and crafts
corner, and hospitality area embodied the warmth, unity, and beauty of Diwali. Each diya radiated
hope and positivity, while every rangoli pattern showcased creativity and teamwork.

Students excelled in sharing the true meaning of Diwali: spreading light over darkness, knowledge
over ignorance, and love over division. Heartfelt thanks to all who contributed to this unforgettable
celebration, making our first Diwali a joyous success! We look forward to next year's celebration.
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AlIA-NY Deepavali Celebrations at the Overlook Beach in Long Island,

on October 11th, 2025
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3 OVERLOOK BEACH,

12.00 PM - 8.00 PM

» Indian Traditional Dances - classical & folk performances

* Creative Rangoli & Art Displays

* Ramayana Musical Live Dance Drama

« Indian Cuisine & Masala Chai

* Retail and Corporate Booths

* Kids Corner - Henna Painting & Fun Activities
* Health & Wellness Zone

* Meet & Greet Many Celebrities and Dignitaries
* Picture booth

* Yoga and Zumba

= Raffles - Play to Win Exciting Grand prizes
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The Association of Indians in America - New York

! 88% Decpavali Festival - Live Fiveworks
l, Saturday October 11, 2025 I}

(10 Wit

Near Jones Beach, Ocean Parkway, Babylon (Long Island), NY 11702

First Time Ever, ALA-NY Deepavali Celebrations
from SOUTH STREET SEAPORT TO LONG ISLAND!

JOIN FOR ‘ALL DAY’ FUN AT THE BEACH

Surprise
‘Bollywood
Celebrity

E

Tht |naiaa ETE

,“'“" rermaees FREETISHAMA

sl Il O <

D sianvorgs

B aia-nv.org

gf Contact (by text only) - 631 988 1280 | 516 603 5022 | 646 717 1000 | 347 304 7119 | 516 698 9272
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Pictures from AIA-NY Deepavali Celebrations at the
Overlook Beach in Long Island
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Thousands enjoy AIA-NY's 38th
Deepavali Festival in new Long Island
venue - News India Times
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Children, young adulfs, and adults gave colorful classical and folk dance
performances at the October 11, 2025, Deepavali Festival hosted by AlA-
NY. ALL PHOTOS: AlIA-NY

The Association of Indians in America. New York (AIA-NY)
celebrated its 38th Deepavali Festival at the new venue in Overlook
Beach, Babylon, NY, Oclober 11. 2025, with all the joyful sparkle,
cultural, cuisine, and fireworks it has become famous for over the
years.

Orgapizers estimated that some 5,000 people enjoyed the day-long
events.

— 3 o -
Some episodes from the epic Ramayan were presented by Pt S.N. Charka
of East-West School of Dance. Seen above is the Ramayan shrupanakha
nose culting episode.

Established in 1967, AlA is the oldest Indian community
organization in the US. Its motto is ‘Indian Heritage American
Commitment.’

A spectacular live fireworks display lit up Long Island’s south shore,
creating new memories, carried over from previous years at South
Street Seaport in Manhattan.

A spectacular live fireweorks display lit up Long lsland’s south shore,
conecluding the program.

A glamorous evening Fashion Show choreographed by celebrity
designer Prashant Goyal was an eye-calcher.

The crowd danced to the garba beats of Manpreet Komal and Amit
Sharma from Rang de Bollywood in San Francisco.

Six people were honored for their achievements and contributions

to community and society: Justice Karen Gopee, Dr Gurmohan

gy:;:l. Dr Abhay Malhotra, Sunita Sadhnani, Ruma Devi, and Kamal
al

Sunita . Dr Syall, Dr Abhay Malhotra, and
Justice Karen Gopee with the AlA team, guests and dignitaries. including
Suhas

The community celebration opened with the American and Indian
national anthems amid a flag ceremony.

The program had something for each age group. The first segment
saw classical and folk-dance performances on stage by kids, young
adults and adults. Rangoli and art competitions were keenly
conlested, The Health & Wellness Zone had Yoga & Zumba in
another enclosure.

New York State

Jonifar
“with my family, Indian American family”.

said it felt good to be

Many past Presidents of AlA National and AlA-NY came to enjoy
the event which kicked off with an auspicious Ganesh Vandana and
conciuded with Lakshmi Ji Aarti, symbolizing light, prosperity, and
togethermness.

Sponsors, presenters and VIP guests were served an elaborate
vegetarian meal before the fireworks show.

About 25 stalls and 5 food vendors were seen doing brisk business.

Main sponsors of the celebration included Bolla Oil, Mount Sinai
Health System, New York Cancer and Blood Specialists, Cheap-o-
Air, Northwell Health System, Amneal, Navika Group, ICICI Bank,
NEC-AIA and Ranju & Ravi Batra.

The several Indian American media partners included Parikh
Worldwide Media which publishes Desi Talk, News India Times,
Gujaral Times, and ils television winQI._\I,TV Gold. Others present
were Zee Group, Radio Zindagi, Jus TV, The South Asian Times,
The Indian Panorama, The Indian Eye, Hum Hindustani, South
Asian Insider, ALotusinTheMud.com, The World Vioice, and
Bollywood Insider.

Organizers thanked the Town of Babylon, local partners, Sponsors.
and volunteers for their support.

AlA-NY's achievements include New York City's official recognition
of Diwali as a holiday, starting in 2024, and the 2013 release of the
USPS Diwali stamp.

AIA-NY President Beena Kothari said, "This event was a dream
come true... promoting culture, unity, and community engagement.”

= - . da
Town of Babylon Supervisor Rich Schaffer invited AIA-NY to hoid the
Deepavali Festival in his Town again next year.

Many lawmakers and dignitaries greeted attendees and
congratulated AIA-NY for arganizing the colorful extravaganza. AIA-
NY celebrates Diwali as the festival of joy and happiness, common
among Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, Buddhists, and pecple from man
different countries, including Indo-Caribbeans, organizers said in a
press release

US Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer sent a video-recorded
message. Town of Babylon Supervisor Rich Schaffer, impressed by
the teeming crowds despite forecasts of bad weather, announced
that his Town will also support the Deepavali Festival next year.

US Congressman Suhas Subramanyam came all the way from
Virginia. New York State Assemblywoman Jenifer Rajkumar noted
that the Empire State's lead in making Diwali a public holiday has
been followed by other states, including Pennsylvania, and most
recently, California, the largest state in the nation.

A half-hour devolional Kirtan Concert was presented by Bhakti Marga
devolees.

Highlights of the program included a Kirtan Concert by Bhakli
Marga, founded by Paramahamsa Vishwananda, and Ramayan
Live Dance Drama choreographed by the renowned Pt S.N. Charka
of East-West School of Dance in Monroe, upstate New York.

!

AlA-NY President Beena Kothari thanked celebrity designer Frashant
Goyal and his medels for the Cultural Fashion Show.
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AlA-NY’s 38th Deepavali Festival Shines Bright
on Long Island
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READ MORE |@:I www.globalindiannewsnetwork.com

The Assceiation of Indians in America, New York Chapier {ALA-MY), made history with its 38th
Deepavali Festival, held at Ov

look Beach in Eabylon, Long Island- The event marked the first-ever

celebration of thizscale on Long Island, drawing an estimated 5,000 visitors for a day filled with

dance, devotion, and dazziing performances.

The festivel showcased a mix of traditional and contemporary Indian culture through folk dances,
classical performances, spiritual presentations, and live concerts. Attendees enjoyed authentic

Indian cu
competitions.

ine, shopping stalls, and art exhibits, while children participated in rangoli and art

AlA-NY President Beena Kothari described the event as a "dream come true,” emphasizing its goal of

promoting cultural unity and community engagement. Town of Babyion Supervisor Rich Schaffer,
impressed by the event’s turnout despite weather concerns, announced his town's continued support

for next year's celebration

The fes
East-'West School of Dance and & Kirtan Concert by Bhakti Marga devotees. Adding glamour to the

ies featured a Ramayan Live Dance Drama choreographed by Pt. 5.M. Charka from the

evening, celeb
energy Garba performance by Rang De Bollywood artists Manpreet Komal and Amit Sharma.

ty designer Prashant Goyal presented a Cultural Fashion Show, foliowed by & high-

Several dignitaries. including US Congressman Suhas Subramanyam and Mew York Assemblywoman
Jenifer Rajkumar, attended the event. Rajkumar
O

lighted Mew York's pioneering step in recognizing

ng other states like California and Pel Ivania to follow suit

Prominent personalities such as Ruma Dewvi, & recipient of Indig's Mari Shakti Puraskar, were honored
slongside Justice Karen Gopee, Or. Gurmohan Syal

. Dr- Abhay Malhotra, and Sunita Sadhnani for their

contributions to society.

The day concluded with Lakshmi Ji Aarti and & grand fireworks show, lighting up Long Island’s south
shore in a spectacle of color and joy-

AlA-MY expressed gratitude to the Town of Babyl

n, sponsors, and countless volunteers for making
the celebration possible. Established in 1967, the Asseciation of Indians in America is the cldest Indian

community organization inthe US, promoting the motto Tndisn Hertage, American Cammitment.”

Tirlok Malik brings Bharat to life at New
York’s grand Diwali celebrations

Friday. 10 Oct. 2025

(Photo courtesy: Tifok Malik)

Emmy-nominated filmmaker, actor, and Happy Life Yoga speaker Tirlok Malik will once again bring
his artistry and passion to the stage this Diwali season, portraying Bharat in two of the most
prestigious celebrations in New York—the AlA Diwali Festival at Overlook Beach, Long Island and
the Times Square Diwali Celebrations.

Malik has been playing Bharat under the direction and choreography of Pandit SN. Charkha,
Founder of the -West School of Dance and disciple of Padma Vibhushan Pandit Birju Maharaj,
for many years, including seven consecutive years at the Museum of Metropolitan Art's annual
Diwali celebrations in New York to packed audiences. “Pandit Charkha ji has dedicated his life to
dance and the arits. To be under his direction is a blessing. When I perform Bharat, I feel completely
immersed, almost in a trance, especially during the coronation scene of Lord Rama,” says Malik.

For Malik, Bharat—the devoted brother of Lord Rama in the Ramayana—represents the highest
ideals of love, respect, devotion, and sacrifice. * To porfray Bharat is not just acting; it is stepping
into values that have timeless relevance,” he explains.

{Photo courte

The ALA Diwali Festival, now in its: ¥ is the oldest and most respected celebration of its kind
in America, led this year by President Bina Kothari and National President Gobind Munjal. The
festivities at Overlook Beach will feature fireworks, music, and a spectacular dance drama directed
by Pandit Charkha with Malik as Bharat

The celebrations will continue with the Times Square Diwali Festival, marking its 10th year, created
and led by Neeta Bhasin, who has given Diwali a global stage at the very heart of New York City.
“What Neeta Bhasin ji has achieved is remarkable—she has made Diwali a part of the world's most
iconic square. Performing Ramayana at Times Square is a historic experience, and it sends a
powerful message about the universality of our traditions. rs Malik.

For Malik, the essence of these performances is to bring the message of the Ramayana to audiences
in America. “In ftoday’s world, the values that Ramayana represents are needed more than ever. By
bringing these stories to New York audiences, we are not just celebrating Diwali—we are reminding
ourselves and our children of the values that sustain humarni
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lllinois Chapter Activities

Business Networking & Gala Night on November 9th, 2025

4

Indncms o S/ Illinois Chapter
erica 24 B (Established: 1967)

GA[ANIG 11 o

+ 4+
Join us for an unforgettable evening of Business Networking,
Industry Expert Forums, Glamour, Fine dining, and Entertainment

09 NOV (Sun) Ashyana Banquets
05:00 PM - 10:00 PM 1620 75th St, Downers Grove, IL 60516

Dress Code: Western or Indian Formals

—
TICKETS: £50.00 b\

INCLUDES APPETIZERS & DINNER §

CHIEF GUEST
Hon. Carol Moseley Braun
Former US Senator

BUSINESS NETWORK PANELIST(S) GUEST SPEAKER

From Hospitality, Technology, Gobind Munjal
Wellness, Banking and Financial (National President -AlA)
Industr

TITLE SPONSOR

“MILLENNIUMEB A NE

Lucy Pandey salil Mishra Nilabh Dubey Santosh Pandey ~" Maliha Afreen
- President Chairman Vice President VP- Natlonal E ¢ Secretary
C: 847-913-4993 C: 312-388-1952 C: 630-670-8740 C: 773-771-76 6~ 7 C: 630-550-0697

Hina Trived! Manoranjan Mishra Om Dhingra Anil Sha Ashish Sen

® past president Vice Chairmang Trustee Trus ¢ Member at Large
C: 630-951-0012 C: 847-560-1390 C: 630-886-9290 C / 2-8333 C: 312-731-3224
L
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lllinois Chapter Activities
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Our Deepest Appreciation to
Gobind Munjal
President, National AIA
For your Groundbreaking Leadership
and leading ALA to new heights
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lllinois Chapter Activities

Pictures from India’s Independence Day Celebrations at National India

Hub, graced by Mayor of Schaumburg Tom Dailly, State Representative

Michelle Mussman, Deputy Consul General India T.D. Butia, and other
dignitaries with the core Team of AIA and guests
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lllinois Chapter Activities

Pictures of National President with former Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs Meenakshi Lekhi and Consul General of India Chicago
Somnath Ghosh in a Meet and Greet event this afternoon in Chicago
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New Jersey Chapter Activities

Pictures from AIA NJ donated care packages to Elijah’s Promise soup
kitchen in New Brunswick NJ in December for Christmas

Uma Swaminathan AlA, past trustee and president of NJ chapter, and Meena Waran
collected donations. AlA also got items that were needed and packaged them to be
delivered. A team of AIA members worked in creating the packages. Uma, and Kaushik,
current New Jersey AIA president delivered the donations of rice and care packages to the

Soup kitchen.
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South New Jersey Chapter Activities

Pictures from Gandhi Art & Writing celebration held at Princeton
University on Sunday, November 9th, 2025

The AIA-S) chapter held its annual Gandhi Art & Writing celebration on Sunday, November 9th at Princeton University.
Each year the committee selects one of Gandhi’s quotes and NJ middle to high school students can submit artwork,
essays or poetry based on it.

We received nearly 100 submissions from over 20 schools and honored the top 12 students with their families and
teachers at Princeton’s Carl A. Fields Center. The celebration included performances from the Shishya School of
Performing Arts, presentations from the winning award recipients, and refreshments provided by Moghul Catering.
Application for the 2026 competition will be available in February.




Association of Indians in America (AIA) MADISON PRESENTS

An 501(c)(3), Non-Profit organization

8 DIWALI Celebrations ! [
{

= McFarland High School
" 5103 Farwell St, McFarland, W1

From 2-3 PM Ticket Check~-in & Social Hour
Program: 3-6 PM
Dinner after Programs End

Contact:

Vijay : 608 239 3869 SCAN QR CODE TO BUY TICKETS

Muktak : 608 239 1495 At the gate, prices will be up by $5
Deepti: 608 709 6901

Shilpa : 608 692 0527 Kids 5-12 - $18
Phani: 608 695 8690 Adults - 12+ - $23
Kamlesh: 608 469 3747 Kids under 5 - Free

e NEWVILLE TRAVEL CENTER

HIGHWAY 59 & [-¢ Fxar 163 WIS-884-9310

CODENINJAS'

Gaganpreet and
Ankush Saini

Mr. Narinder& Kamlesh Saini
Manjit Singh Edgerton Wi

JRSS Corporation. Priya Gali
IFOODS-S!PI! CES-GlFTS'II Sundeep Singh & Surjit Kaur Manhani Cetier Sovdlden, Ync.
Owner- BP Gas station, New Glarus(\W1I)




Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Pictures from Diwali Celebrations
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Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Pictures from Sewa Diwali Drive 2025 - Food Pantry Donation

Lussier Food Pantry

donation : 800 Lbs.

ASSOCIATION OF
INDIANS IN
AMERICA(AIA)
WISCONSIN
CHAPTER/SEWA
DIWALI FOOD DRIVE
2025

MADISON COMMUNITY MAKES A DIFFERENCE! THANK YOU, MADISON, FOR
BEING PART OF THIS AMAZING GIVING JOURNEY!!!!

COLLECTED
AND DONATED
e 92057 lbs.T0

THE LOCAL
FOOD BANKS

ASSOCIATION
OF INDIANS IN
AMERIA (AIA)
WISCONSIN
CHAPTER/SEWA
DIWALI FOOD
DRIVE 2025
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Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Way Forward Food Pantry donation
3,251 lbs.
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Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

Pictures from AIA-WI and Tamil Sangam distributed food to the
University for 120 Indian Students Fresh Cooked food
on December 13th, 2025
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Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

India Day 2025 Celebration on August 16th, 2025 }

@ ASSOCIATION OF INDIANS IN AMERICA
@ (AIA) - MADISON, WI CHAPTER

- Jom us for Celebrating -——

India a/y/ 2025

78th Independence Day

16 AUGUST 10:00AM TO 1:00PM

100 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BLVD

\\‘_,?_ MADISON, WI 53703

. ]
» Flag Ceremony 3.
« Parade March
Culturé pgrams

Fair Attractions:

« Authentic Indian food
Face paintings, Henna, arts and tattoos
*_ « Traditional clothings, designer jewelry
} N *» Fun games and much more!!!

BRING YOUR CHILDREN, YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS
TO EXPLORE INDIAN FOOD, CULTURE AND MUsSIC!!@!

FOR MORE INFO: Please Contact

Vijay Sharma (608-239-3869)

Muktak Sharma 608.239.1495 =

Phani Palety 608.695.8690

Stall booking: Raje Venkatesan (raje5337@gmail.com)

Cultural Coordinator Deepti Awashti (dawasthi2008@gmail.com)

-y Sponsored by:
W.

Sunitha Murthy - - ;
American Heart Association | (e o S

PHANIPALETY | INDIA HOUSE onen FresAMart

sacomenmEsesssnsse | 0 0 easrnats S4Bl Vet marke

Raju Bal Tara

2
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Pictures from India Day 2025 Celebration
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Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

[ Garba and Dandiya Night Celebration on October 5t, 2025 }

AIA MADISON PRESENTS
GARBA AND DANDIYA NIGHT
OCTOBER 5TH
6PM - 10PM
GLACIER EDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
800 KIMBELL LANE VERONA.WI

GENERAL:S12

- - KIDS: [AGES 5-9): S8
o SINGERS & DJ FROM CHICAGD  yips unpeR 5: ks

FOOD AVAILABLE FOR
PURCHASE FROM AMBER 25
DANDIA STICKS PROVIEL ,,:?;

CONTACT T
| VIJAY SHARMA - 608. 239 :im-
“ MUKTAK SHARMA - 608.239.1495
SARITA SINGH - 608.512.2172
USHA DATTA - 804.514.1524

Y
A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

Panf FRESH MART BOMBAY BAZAAR JOSH LAVIK ASSOCIATES
P SUN PRAIRIE, UNIVERSITY AVE INDIAN GROCERY STORE WWW_JOSHLAVIK.COM
= PH: 815-997-7693 PH: 608-2371377 PH: 608-440-9607
Cl . ‘ \ _ .
__ ROYAL INDIAN CUISINE ~ AMBER INDIAN CUISINE | SWABAT l PHANI PALETY
. ©  MINERAL POINT RD UNIVERSITY AVE ~_INDIANCUISINE *  WELCOME REALTORS £~ 2
PH: 60B-B41-1619  PH: 608-824-0324 PH: 608-836-9399 PH: 608-695-8690 |

’ . X s . — R e = o IR, sl e - o i = N ™
& A ada a Fa a AV a4 Al aNa g
- . - —~ - - ” - - ~
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Pictures from AIA Hindi Classes fundraising to AHA Temple donated
Jagannath Yatra June 7th 2025 $385 by AIA Hindi class students,
parents and teachers
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Madison Wisconsin Chapter Activities

[ AIlA Senior Club New Year’s Party 2025 }

ASSOCIATION OF INDIANS IN AMERICA &
(AIA) MADISON CHAPTER \

=

2025 SENIOR CLUB NEW YEARS PARTY
| /] M red |

Luncheon
FEATURING: SURAROHAM BAND

LIVE ORCHESTRA MUSIC WITH SINGING FROM ALL AROUND
INDIA
WHO: Seniors & Adults
COST: $15 PERTICKET PER PERSON
WHEN: Sunday, JAN19, 2025 1:00PM-3:30PM
WHERE: VERONA AREA SENIOR CENTER
108 PAOLI ST.
VERONA, WI153593
PHONE: 608-845-7471
Food cannot be guaranteed for tickets purchased on day
of event. Reserve your ticket today!!

the Verona Senior Cen-

,‘ ""‘.A Buy your tickets from

Wherecanl ‘ ter with cash.

hu'le tickets for

this event? ‘ Purchase your ticket

‘ ' online with a credit
4 " card on Zeffy website

by scanning the bar

code. >

-
| Zeffy is non for profit site and does automatically add in

| a donation for their site. If yvou do not choose to donate fo

| this site, in the section - “Support the 100%afree plat-

| form we use! Learn more Click down and select

| OTHER and enter 30 contriburion field.”

SCAN ME

Questions about this event: Contact :Verona Sen-
ior Center at 608-845-7471 or email Geeta Shar-
ma @ aiamadisonsenioclub@gmail.com
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Pictures from AIA Senior Club New Year’s Party 2025
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Florida Chapter Activities

[ India’s Indepence Day Celebration on August 17th, 2025 ]

&% THE ASSOCIATION OF
%S INDIANS IN AMERICA

FLORIDA THAFTER

INVITES YOU TO CELEBRATE

"‘)"""@?

SUNDAY. AUGUST 17® 2025 | 11:30-4PM

Come experience Indian food, clothing, jewelry
and a cultural show. Also enjoy henna designs
and a kids zone!

Cultural Show @ IPM

Patriotic and folk performances
from different regions of India!

FREE ADMISSION

GARAGE PARKING $15 YALET PARKING 330

BROWARD CENTER FOR THE PERFURHIHG

Iﬂl SW 51]5 M‘F.. FIZIH.T LAI.IDEIIMLE FL 333I1

CONTACT US | @ Averiva m S =

#INDIADAYSFL "“_ “'““_ T
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Florida Chapter Activities

This past year’s India Independence Day Celebration was a free, family-friendly
cultural festival presented by the Association of Indians in America (AIA) Florida
Chapter at the Broward Center for the Performing Arts. The event took place on
Sunday, August 17, 2025, from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and drew more than 1,000

community members, families, and visitors from across South Florida.

Attendees enjoyed a vibrant cultural show featuring traditional Indian dance and
music performances, with showcases representing various regions of India. Live
entertainment highlighted the richness of Indian heritage and offered engaging
performances for all ages. The event opened with a ribbon-cutting ceremony
featuring dignitaries like state representatives, mayors, and community leaders.
Attendees were led into the theatre by traditional dhol drums to kick off the cultural
performances. A unique addition to the show was a dance troupe performing a
medley of traditional dances of Goa.

The event also featured a lively vendor marketplace offering Indian cuisine,
traditional clothing, jewelry, and handmade crafts. Local vendors offered a range of
goods that reflected India's diverse cultural traditions. From pure silk Kanjivaram
sarees to chikan on soft cotton, Indian handiwork was on display at this year's
vendor stalls. There was also an art exhibit featuring India-inspired paintings. As
always, the event included henna artists, kids’ activities, and interactive experiences
that made it enjoyable for families. Young attendees had the opportunity to color a
map of India, decorate their own diya, and take home a variety of coloring pages.
The festival served as a celebration of India’s Independence Day, fostering
community pride and cultural exchange. It was free to attend, welcoming people of
all backgrounds to experience Indian art, music, dance, and food in a festive

atmosphere at the heart of Fort Lauderdale.
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THE ASSOCIATION OF | @
INDIANS IN' AMERICA

Florida Chapter : 3 N
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The Association of Indians in America

{AlA is a Non-Profit Organization of Asian Indians founded in 1967)
501© (3) TAX ID: 23-7192936

Indian Heritage American Commitment

Our Objective: The objectives of the Assaciation of Indians in America are to promote
the welfare of Asian Indians in the United States and to promote the image of Indians by
show casing its rich heritage, culture, and traditions through cultural, charitable, and
educational events.

Please submit the following information along with your membership check to the
address listed below.

Membership Application
Yes, | would like to become a member of AIA
Life Membership (Single OR Couple) 5300

Paid by Check # Date:
Cash:

Name(s) Mr Mrs.
Address:

Town

Occupation:
Mobile:
Phone:
Email
Company or Corporate Affiliation:

Please make your tax-deductible check payable to
The Association of Indians in America
Mailing Address: 1334 139 St, Whitestone, NY 11357-2336

Contact: National President Gobind Munjal (646) 209 8244,
National Treasurer Mr. Gobind Bathija (631) 748 9333
E-mail: gpmunijal@gmail.com Or gebind.bathija@gmail.com

Website: www.aianational.org




Visit us at
www.alanational.org
or
Scan below QR code




